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Great loy for 


| "SASNTS: 
Or a Word to the World, and Two 
| to thoſe that are choſen out of the Mord. 


Wherein is held forth, L itit, the ſweet ten- 
| ders of Grace from the Father, through the Son, to. 
all dejeQed Sinners. He invites them, he We 
them, he Intreats them 3 nay, he Beſecches 
to accept of Mercy, 


In the ſecond Pact of this Book, called, Two: 
' Vords to thole choſen cur of the World, the eines 
| te ſpoken to under their ſeveral Forms ; phy 
| notice firſt of the things commendable i in «d | 
| and in the ſecond place reproving them for t + 
| amiſsamong them. 
| 


| With a ſhort Propheſie of the downtal- of : 


Presbyterie, ) Anabaptiſmy,} and 1 
Independency \ I ain Notions, \ Fee. 
With a brief deicripiion of 2 true — \ Rare, paint! 
which the gates of Hell (hall no: prevail ; i; bein foundet, 114 
upon a Rock, it will ard againſt * waves and rams hy 5 
that either Men or Devils can raiſe ayaink u. ö 
Iwill give you all one Heart, and one . t | 
Then the Lord ſh a be one, and buy V une o |; 
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To the Reader. 
Courteous Reader, 


Sball in ſew words give thee a juſt ac+ 
count why hate written ths 801. 
In theſe (ater days many Books ave p 

liſhed z ſome good and hol eme but few 
to ends not Carnal ; for with every 


W 74 Man In per ſection, moye or leſs; I mul 


had my Credit or Advantage been my in- 
daccment here unto, theſe thoughts had been buried in the wounb: 
becau/c I now I could reap no ſuch fruit; or iI dia, it were bus 
vanity. He that gave me my being, hath given me 4 command t0 
earn of hm not only to love his People, but alſo to love bis Eue · 
mies, Mat 5. 44 
God baving hindled in me 4 ove 10 you, both Saints and 
| Steneys, I have here written A Word to the one, and 1 wo 
Words ts the other. Rom 1. 14. 1 am debtor to the Greek, 
and to the Barbarian, both to the wiſe, and to the unwiſe. 
MN And to thee fellow ſinner is the firſt word, becauſe I ſee ma» 
ny of thoſe that under taks to teach thee, ſhutting the door of the 
Þ Kingdom againſt thee y and mſtcad of the Goſpe! of chriſt, they 
; preach to thee Moſes, at leaſt Elias, and that in the letter. The 
things 1 lay before thee, and commend unto thee, are ſuch, aud 
only uch as I my ſelf have paſt through, and ſound abundance 
of comfort in, And looking upon that place, 2 Cor. 1. 4,1 
finde it my duty to endeavour to comfort others with the ſame 
comfort wherewith 1 my ſelf have been comforted of Gad 

Exxpeti not here a pleaſing method, ſired words, nor Scha. 
laſlical expreſhons ; for that ſcururs more of the wiſdom of 
man, then of God, Though it be not Scholaſtich, yet if tho 
fade it authentich, let it hie acceptance with thee. Firſt 
read, and then judge of what I he ſaid ; and the Lord that 
bath. power, give thee underſtanding in al things. 

In the firſt part of this Book, called A Word to the World, 
A % 25 
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is held forth in few words th: ſmeet tenders of grace from the 
Father, through the Son, to the poor dejected Sinners; wherein 
Gad invitet, cals, wooes, and intreats them to be reconciled to 
himſclf,, He anſwers all the objeftions that lie in the way, be 
uſeth very ſtrong and pom Arguments : He not one'y [aith, 
but ſwears he delights not in the death of a ſmmner,tzekigyet 1, 

In the ſecond part of this Book, called T wo Words to thoſe 
choſen out of the World: 1 my ſelf having had communion 
with the Saints in each of thoſe forms, more o leſs ; their 
principles and practices I bave in ſome meaſure weighed, exa. 
mined, and tryed, with an unbyaſſed affettion : Aud 1 finde 
among all thiſe ( except thoſe in this Book excepted ) Many ex- 
cellent, ſweet, and ſound Truths, both in Docty ine and Diſci.. 
pine, Principle and Practice, worthy not only of Commendati- 
on, bat alſo of our Imitation. . 

Rat notwitbſtlanding there are mom things that ſavour mort 
of the ſh, then of the Spirit, among all theſe Aſſemblies, 
which ave raiber of mans invention, then of Gods inſtitutias : 
as their lnow'ng chriſt and Saints aſter the fleſh 3 crying, Lo 
here, lo theres Chriſty and moſt if a ſence bui/ding upon the 
ſand. in berefore I have here prophe fied of their fall 3 in which 
1 mcan not that they ſhall be without Church-order 3 but they 
ſh ill hide Paſtors and Teachtys, Elders and Deacons, Helps 
and Governments : But the ground of this Communion ſhall be 
{ſpiritual Dian. And when this doy ts dawned, and this Day» 
far vifeu iu gur bearts, Ephraim ſhaf not ent) Judah, nor 
Judah vox Ephraim ; Vresbyrerians ſhall not [s bitterly cry 
ont ag Independents, nor Independents hade ſuch hard 
thoughts of the Presbyterians, Yea, they will be aſhamed to 
own one another by theſe fleſhy titles 3; but lock upon, and love 


ane another as Chyiflians, members of the ſame Body, beirs of 


the ſame promiſe, children of the ſame Father ; having all the 
ſame Spirit, all cloathed with the ſame Robe, inclined to the 
ſame irorh, ruled by the ſame trord and Spirit; and ſo their 
tove to cc other, all ariſe from the Union in the Spirit. 
Aid againſt thy Ci urch ſlate the gates of Hell ſhall not prevail. 
Courtcous 
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Courteous Reader. 


Theſe Books are printed for Giles Calvert, and are 
to be ſold at his Shop, ar the Black-(pred- Eagle, 
near the Weſt end of Pauls, viz. 


My. Joſeph Caryl bis Expoſition on Job, from Chap. 3. ts 
Chap. 15. 

Alſo ſeveral Sermons preached before the Parliament. 

My. John Saltmarſh hu Free Grace, or the flowings of 
Chriſts blood freely to Sinners. His Sparkles of 
Glory, or Some beams of the Morning-Star. 

Mr. Joſhua Sprigg bs Teſtimony to an — lory, 
in divers Sermons, to which is added A farther Leſtimo- 
ny, with the My ſterie of Chriſt riſen, 

Mr. Thomas Collier s works in ſeveral pieces, in one Nulume 
compleat. 

Gerard Winftanley's works in five ſeveral piece i gathered into 
one Volume, | 

Jacob Behmen,the Tentonick Philoſopher, his Book called 
$Signarura rerum, or T he Signature of all things 3 alſo bis 

Epiſtles, explaining many thmgs written im bus ether books. 

My. Robert Bacons Catechiſm, entituled, Chriſt mighty in 
himſelf, and his Members. 

Cornelius Agrippa bis Occult hilf 

The Marrow of Modern Divinity, written by E. F. 

Mr. Tho. Butler bis Little Bible of the Man, or the Book 
of God opened in Man, 

Crooked Paths made ſtrait, or The wayes of God made 

known to loſt Sinners, by A. Yeomans. 

My. Wilkinſon's Saints Lravell ts the Land of Canaan, 
wherein is diſcovered 17, falſe Reſts below the ſpiritual 
coming of Chriſt in the Saints. 

43 M;. 


My, Symons hi Salate like Chrift, 
Mr. William Sedgwick bis ec ven Sermons, entituled, Some 
flaſhes of Lightnings of the Son of man — A!/o bis 
Leaves of the tree of Life for the healing of the Nations; 

My. Iſaac Penington's works, in one Volume. 

A word of peace from the Prince of peace, by I. Hatch, 

Gardners Myſteries unveyled, wherein the Doctrine of Re- 

demption by Feſus Chriſt us handled, 

Mateotechnia Medicine Praxews, or The vanity of the craft 

of Phyſick,or A new Diſpenſatory, 

An examination of the Aſſemblies conſeſſion of Faith, by Wil- 
liam Parker, Printed for the Author. 

Myr, Cornwell his Evangelical Repentance, flowing from 

Faith. , 
I he ſingle eye, or the viſion of God,written by Dy. Cuſanus, 
My. Thomas Llillam bi Expoſition on the eleventh of the 

Revelation, concerning the Two witneſſes, and the ſounding 

of the laſl Trumpet. 

B. N. Propheſie of the ſpiric of Love. Hi Revelati- 
on of God, 

My. Erburies Diſcourſe & Oxford — - His Book , extituled 
The Lord of Hoſts, or God guarding the Camp of the 
Saints,. 

Scripture Prophe ſies, 7 Avery. 

An Apologie, or Plea for two Treatiſcs againſt Infants 
er a5, I. Tombs. oy = 

The Husbandmans Harrow, to pull domi the Ridges of the 

Presbyterial Government ,aud ſ ooch a little the Independent, 
by Ellis Bradſhaw. 
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Hat Sin had its firſt entrance into 
the world by Adem, we all 
know ; what Sin is in its own 
nature, moſt of us do know : But 
that Sin is clearly taken away by 

— ſecond Adam, peſus Chriſt, that very few do 

ow. 

Poor (inner! why doſt thou lie gtoaning Come 
along with me, and hear Chriſt thy Lord ſpeaking 
to thee. 


ther 
Anſw. Oh, my fins, my fins. 
Queſt. hat 1 ſin ? 
Anſw. The breach of a Command, or the tranſ- 
greſſion of a Law. 
Chr. Though thow haſt broken this Lam, yet 


conſider that there is one to be found that hath _ 
kept it; firſt, in thy nature; ſecondly , for thee, 
A 4 and 


Queſt. what u that that doth ſo trouble 
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and imputes the keeping of it to thee, as really, as 
if thou hadſt fulfilled it thy ſelf. Art thou a ſruner ? 
{briſt ſaith, He came to call ſinners, and why not 
thee ? 

Sinner, Oh but I am one of the greateſt of 
ſinners. 

Chr. Yet confider what the Lord ſaith in theſe 
Scriptures, John 1. 29. Behold the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the ſins of the world. 3 70h. 16. 
God ſo loved the world, that he ſent his only be- 
gotten Son, to take away the (ins of the World. 
1 Tim. 1.15. He came into the world to fave ſin- 
ners. of whom I am chizf. 

Object. Ob! But though he came to ſave ſinners, 
it is a queſtion whether he died for all ſinners ; 
and therefore I queſtion whether he came to call 
me, or to take away my (ins; I ſce no ground why 
I ſhould believe; nay, I cannot believe; Faith is 
too high a thing for me to attain unto. 

Anſw, But conſider, God is the alone worker 
of it, Heb 12. 2. And when thou lookeſt upon 
Faith, and ſeeſt it too hard a thing for thee; yet 
conſider, that nothing is too hard for God, who 
hath undertaken to work it. 

Object. If] could ſee a promiſe, wherein God 
hath promiſed to work it,that were ſomething. 

Quelt. hat art thou? A Jew, or a Gentile; 
Scythian, or Barbarian ? 

Anw. Lam a Gentile, a ſinner, 


Chr; 
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4 Chr. Then theſe are promiſes for thee , ſee Mats 
12. 21. Romans 15.12. In bim (hall the Gentiles 
ot FF cruſt. 


Sin. Put all Gentilcs do not. neither (hall they 
of believe; therefore it 1 could ſee my name written 
in Scripture, and a premiſe made to me in refe- 
ſe rence to that name, then there were hope indeed. 
dd Chr. Then art juſt like Thomas, Joh, 20, 25. 
6. | Except I (hall fee in his hands the print of the 
e- | nails, and thruſt my hard into bis fide, I will not 
d. believe: Well ſaith Chriſt, then i ali ſee the grint of 
in- the nails , reach hither thine hand, &c. Milt thou ſee 
thy name in Scripture indeed ? 
rs, Sin. Yea, withall my heart ; But I fear it is 
not there. 
all Chr. Why doubteſt thou ? all things are poſſible to 
by bim that believes : Wilt thou ſte thy name d Then 
iis | what is thy ſtate ? Ho is it with thee > 
Sin, My ſtate is miſerable ; I am full of blind- 
er | neſs and ignorance,and can underſtand nothing in 
on | a ſpiritual way. 
yet Chr. Here thy name then recorded, Iſa. 30.10. 
ho | Who ſo walkethin darkneſs, and ſeeth no light, let 
him cruſt in the name of the Lord, and ſtay upon 
od | God. 
g. Sin. But I am dead almoſt; my heart and my 
le; do fail me. 
br. h. canſt thou read the beginning of the 
"= verſe ( With David) and not 22 of 
\ it, 
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it, and God is the ſtrength of my heart, and my 
portion for ever, P/al. 73. 26. 

Sin. But I am weak ( faith another poor ſoul: ) 
Where is my name? | 

Chr. The Weak, ſoall be as David; there is thy 
name. 

Sin. But faith another diſtreſſed ſoul, I am 
quite dead; where is my name 

Chr. Epbeſ. 5. 14. Awake thou that ſleepeſt, 
and ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt (hall give thee 
light : There is thy name. 

Sin. But I have not eats to hear Chriſts voice, 
nor ſtrength to ariſe, if I could hear. 

Chr. But Chriſt can give ſtrength with his 
voice, as to Lazarus, Come forth, and he came 
forth, 

Sin, Here is comfort for theſe indeed : Bur 
oh! that you could (hew me my name in Scrip- 
ture. and God ſpeaking to me by name; then I 
ſhould believe, and rejoyce with joy unſpeakable, 
and full of glory. 

Chr. Fell: What is thy name 

Sin. Rebell; That is my name, for I have re- 
belled againſt the Lord ever ſince I was born? J 
have lived in acontinual breach of every com- 
mand. | — 

Chr. Tet behold thy name, Pla. 68. 18. Chriſt 
- *- hath reccived gifts for men; yea, for the rebelli- 
ous, that the Lord God might dwell _ 

them, 
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them. Read thy name in every promiſe, endeavour 
to ſee thy name enrolled in the bock of Life, where all 
the Devils in Hell, and all the wiched win in ibe 
World can never blot it cut. 

Sin. Oh! faith another poor diftrefſed ſoul, 
I bave no minde ror heart to ſeek after God; 
Where is my name ? 

Chr. J/a.65.1. Iam found of them that ſought 
me not. There in thy name: though thou wilt not 
ſeek fer him, yet he will ſech, and find thee. 

Sin. But I cannot believe ; Where is my name, 
ſaith another ? 

Chr. 2 Tim. 2.13. If we believe not, yet he 
abideth faithful, he cannot deny himſelf, 

Sin. 1. But Thave called and cried for mercy, 
and that often, yer God would not anſwer me ; 
Where is my name ? 

2. Saith another, Others have prayed for me, 
and the Lord gave them an anſwer, He was not 
ſent to ſave me ; Where is my name ? 

3. A third poor ſouls ſteps in, and faith, I ſpake 
with the Lord, as it were, and he told me I was 2 
Dog, and that Dogs have nothing todo with 
Childrens bread ; oh, where is my name? 

Chr. Will you ſee all your three names toge- 
ther ? | 
2 Oh ! that it might be ſo, ſaith the troubled 

Chr. Then read and Well conſider that Mat. 15. 


Der. 
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ver-22,23,24,25,26,27,28, And behold, a wo- 


man of Cana came out of the ſame coaſt, and 
cried unto him, ſaying, have mercy on me. O Lord, 
thou Son of David: but he anſwered her not 2 
word. There was the firſt ſtep of his denial. 
Secondly, Hu Diſciples came and beſought him, 
ſaying, Send her away, for ſhe crieth after us. But 


he anſwered,and ſaid, I am not ſent, but unto the loſt - 


ſheep of the Houſe of Iſrael. There is the ſecond 
branch of his denyal. 

Thirdly, Then came ſve, and wor ſbipped him, 
ſaying, Lord, help me: But he anſwered, and 
ſaid It is not meet to take the childrens bread, and 
caſt it todogs, There is the third branch of his 
denial. 

And fre ſaid, Truth, Lord; yet the dogs eat 
of the crums that fall from their Maſters table. 
T hen Jeſus anſwered. and ſaid unto her, O woman, 
great is thy faith; be it unto thee even as thou 
wilt. 


Oh the unſearchable love of a tender Father 


to a prodigal Son 

To ſum up all in a word; Search diligently in 
what (tate thou ſtandeſt, etamine well thy pteſent 
condition what it is : and. hen thou balt found 
out the true temper of thy ſoul, that thou canſt 
truly ſay, Thus and thus it is with me; then ſearch 
the Scriptures, for they were written for thy lear- 
ning ; and thou ſhalt find, upon ſerious conſide- 


ration, 
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ration, that ſome one or other of the Saints (gone 
before thee ) bath been in the ſame condition, and 
yet hath found mercy; Then thou wilt break 
forth with Paul. and fay, There is no tentation 
hath befallen me, but ſuch a4 i common to all men; 
and the Lord will deliver me, 1 Cor. 10. 13. & c. 
Are thy (ins ſo many that thou canſt not le ok vp? 
ſo it was with that precious Saint David, P/al. 
40. 12. Pſal. 38.4. 

Dear friend, who ever thou art that readeſt 
theſe words, let me tell thee, I ſpeak by expe- 
rience ; J have been in ſo fad a condition, 
even as it were in deſpair: And whenl have 
read or heard theſe words, that ſuch and ſuch of 
the Lords own children were in the ſame condi. 
tion; my heart hath begun to revive, and fay, 
Well, the Lord hath Ceajt no otherwiſe with 
me, then he bath with ſuch a Saint left upon 
record: now I ſee 1 2m not alone in this heavineſs; 
I cannot now lay, Was ever ſorrow like wnto my 
ſorrow > Lam, 1. 22. But 1] can now ſay with 
feremiah, Lam.3.32. Theugh he cauſe grief, yet 
Will he have compuſſion, according to the multitude 
of ku mercies. Ii member that ſweer place of 
*cripture, 2 Cor. 1.3,4. Bleſſed be God e tu the 
Father of onr Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of 
mercies, and the God of all comfort, mho comfort- 
erh us in all car tribulations, that ( faith he) we 
may be able te cemfert them that bein tronble ; 


8 Apord to the VVorld. 
by the comfort wherewith we our ſelves are com- 


forted of God. 

Here by the way we may take notice, that ic 
is aduty well becoming the Saints, to endeavour 
asinltruments in Gods hands, to comfort others 
with the ſame comforts wherewith the Lord hath 
comforted them; (ome, (ſaith David) I will tell 
thee what the Lord bath done for my ſoul. 

Again; Oh thou drooping fianer, liſten a little 
unto che voice of Chriſt, and thou ſhalt hear him 
calling to thee, and ſaying, Come, come unto me, 
all ye that are Weary and heavy laden, and 1 
Wilt give you reſt, He cals thee, he intreats thee, 
he beſeecheth thee to come in, and to be reconci- 
led unto the Lord thy God. See and conſider 
well that Scripture, 2 Cor. 5. 20. Now then 
we are Ambaſſadour for Chriſt ; 4s though 
God did beſeech you by us, we pray you in (hriſts 
ſtead, be you reconciled unto God. You lee he is wil- 

ling to have ſinners reconciled to him, and that 
he doth manifeſt by many demonſtrations, or 
evidences. 

Firſt, His patience towards thee all this while; 
he is long ſuffering, nor'willing that any ſhould 
periſh, 2 Pet. 3. 9. Rom. 2 4. The goodneſs of 
od, or the patience of God doth( or ſhould) lead thee 
ro repent ance. 

Secondly, He doth manifeſt his willingneſs, in 


that he hath made this the Malter piece of allhis 
works, 
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works, to provide a Saviour for us; in ſending 
his Son, and making him a curſe for us; in this 
great work the Lord doth proclaim to all the 
world, Oh all you people of the World, if I had not 
been willing to be reconciled to you, or rather to 
have you reconciled to me, (as I have for ever 
been) I would never have ſent my deareſt Son 
from the boſome of my love, to die for you; So 
that this is the greateſt work; all my other works 
are ſubordinate to this. In this was the love of 
God manifeſted to us, that he ſent his only begotten 
Son into the world, that we ſhonld live through him, 
1 John 4.9. 

Thirdly, The Lord doth profeſs this to the 
people, that there is no one thing wherein he 
doth more glory, then to ſhew mercy to poor 
ſinnen, yca to his enemies, Mic.7.18.He delighteth 
in mere, Exod. 3 4. The Lords glory paſſed by, and 
what was that? The Lord, the Lord, moſt merci- 
ful and gracious , long. ſuffering, CFC pardoning 
iniquity, trangreſſions and ſiu. Here is my glory. 
Hence it is expreſt , Iſa. 30. 18. Therefore will 
the Lord wait that he may be gracious ; and there- 
fore will he be exalted, that he may bave mercy 
upon you. So then, the Lord doth account him- 
ſelf an exalted God, when he hath brought in a 
ſinner to accept of mercy. | 

Fourthly, The Lord doth expreſs his willing- 
neſs even with afigh (as it were) which doth 
much 


16 A Word toth: Veld. 


mach deaote his willingneſs, Deut. 5. 29. 0h that 
there were ſuch an heart in them. thit they would 
fear my Name, and Hep my commands ; and that 
for ch:ir 0x1 g501 co0o;for ſo che words follo x, 
that it might be well with them an With their 
children for ever. No theſe people hid faid be- 
fote, Mhaſoever the Lord hath ſpoken, we will do. 
Oh th it there were ſuch tn be art in them ( ſaith the 
Lord.) 

Fifthly, the Lord doth expreſs his willingueſs 
with an oath too, and thit che gteateſſ char ever 
he took, chat ſinners (hill not die, Ezek, 33. 10, 
it. As I live, ſaith the Lord God, I have no 
pleaſure in the death of the wicke1, but that the 
Wicked turn from his way, and live, Turn ye, turn 
Je from your evil ways; for why will you die, O 
houſe of Iſrael ? cc. 

Sixthly, God doth manifeſt his willingneſs in 
this, chat above all other works, this work of 
believing on him is moſt plating to him; and 
our not believing, is the ꝑte iteſt offence thit we 
can give to God, Joh. 6. 29. Thu u the work, 
of Cod, that you believe on him Whom he hath 
ſens ; As if the Lord hid ſaid, This doth plexſe 
me better then any other work. Let a poor loul 
come in, and roul himſelf upon the love of God 

ia Chriſt for reconciliation z this is a more glo- 
rious work chen the conquering of a whole 
world. If you give a!l your g9o0ds co che poor, and 
your 
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your bodies to be burnt, all is nothing, if this be 
wanting, Joh 3.19. Thu « condemnation, that light 
is come into the world and men love darkneſs more 
than light. In a word, binde all your fins together 
iin a bundle, (except this fin of unbelief ) and 
e · | put them in a ballance together,and put this fin of 
9. unbelief in the other ballance, you ſhall find chat 
he | unbelief will weigh down all the reſt; and from 
this unbelief, as the root, ſprings all other evils,as 
s | the branches. 
er Seventhly, Conſider further, God doth ſeek to 
o, | ſinners firſt ; Therefore it is ſaid, the Lord Chriſt 
no | came to ſeek andto ſave them that were loſt, Ila, 
he 45. 22. Look unto me and be you ſaved all ye ends 
yu | of the earth. The Spirit and the Bride ſay come, and 
ON let him that u a thirſt come, and take of the Waters 
of life freely. 
in Eighthly, Conſider, the Lord ſends forth his 
of | grace to allure thee, and to entice thee, a ſinner, 
id to come to him; He doth with cords of love 
ve dra the heart to come; He ſends forth his mer - 
cy to ſtand before the ſoul, and tender its ſervice 
th (as it were ) to the ſinful ſoul, Hol. 2. 14. There. 
/e | fore will I allure them ſaith the Lord. There was 2 
ul great breach between this people and God, as 
4 | you may ſee at large in this Chapter; And yet 
2. # faith the Lord, I will allure them. Hol. 11. 4. 7 
le | Will draw them With the cords of men, With the 
d bands of love. 
ut B Ninthly, 
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Ninthly, the Lord is ſo yielding unto his crea- 
tures, thar, to keep his owh honour and glory, he 
cannot yield further. Ar firſt, we are all going 
aſtray ; che Lord calsus back. 2. We were go- 
ing co priſon; the Lord ſteps in, ſaying, I will 
provide a Surety. The Covenant of Works re 
quires fatisfaction, faith the Lord; I am content 
to take this in a Surety. We arc like a beggar, 
begging an alms of one that paſſeth by; ro whom 
it is anſwered, Iwill give thee, O beggar, that 
which thou deſfireſt ; but thou muſt come and 
fetch it. I cannot come, faith the begar ; I 
want legs. I will give thee legs ( faith the giver ) 
that thou mayſt come. But ( ſaith the beggar ) 
when I am come, I have no hands to receive that 
which you will give me. Twill give thee bands 
alſo. Oh, bur [want wiſdom to make uſe of 
that gift; I will give thee wiſdom, faith the 
Lord. Oh that ever fo glorious a God ſhould fo 
far ſtoop and yield to his poor creatures, as to 
anſwer all queſtions, clear all doubts, and take 
away all (cruples ! 

Tenrthly, he yet comes nearer to a ſinner, {as it 
were) and doth profeſs, that the greateſt ſins that 
ever they have committed againſt him, ſhall not 
hinder them from coming to him, nor him from 
pardoning them, Iſa 1. 18. Come now, and let 
# reaſon together, ſaith the Lord; thongh your 
fins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be as white as _ 

h 
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Oh here the Lord proclaims, that all thy ſins paſt 
ſhall be done away; thy continuance in ſin will be 
thy undoing, if any thing. | 
Eleventhly, Again conſider, the Lord doth in 
his Word uſe very powerful arguments to draw 
the heart to be reconciled to him; He doth not 
only « ffor mercy,and ſer it befote the ſoul, but he 
doth labour with ſtrong reaſons, and arguments, 
and motives,to draw the ſoul co himſelf, and doth 
uſe theſe arguments that will rake the heart moſt. 
Sometimes he doth draw arguments from his 
equity, Ezek. 18. 25. Are not my Waies equal, 
ſaith the Lord + Somerimes from our neceſſity, 
John 3. 26. He that believeth not, the wrath of 
God abideth on him. Sometimes from the bene- 
fic and profic we ſhall have, if we do come in, 
Prov. 1. 23. Turn ye at my reproof, and behold, 
I will pour out my Spirit upon you, I will make 
khown my Words wnto you. O bleſſed promile | 
one would think this ſhould break the heart 
of Devils; as if the Lord had ſaid, Well, though 
thou haſt been a great (inner , and though 
thou haſt rebelled againſt me ever ſince thou 
waſt born; yer if thou wilt but curn at my 
reproof, or ſay to thy God, Turn us, and 
we ſhall be turned, { for I ruſt do it 1 
will pour out my Spirit upon thee, I will 
give grace and glory, a Houle, a City, a King- 
dome, Life, and all things; ſhe Lord 
B 2 doth 
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doth ſeem to out. bid all other comforts that we 
have in ſin; therefore he doth tell us of honey, 
milk, rayment, ſuch things as do moſt take with 
our hearts, that ſo he might gain us to come in, 
and be at one with him. Now I (hall appeal to 
your conſciences, that have felt this in ſome mea- 
ſure ; Doth not the Devil come with ſtrong ar- 
guments? The World with the like ? And wicked 
men with ſtrong petſwaſions? The corruptions 
within you with ſtrong motives ? And yet doth 
not the Lord out-bid them all, and fo win the ſoul 
co himſelf ? 

Twelfthly, Conſider further, The Lord comes 
and anſwers all objections that lie in the hearts 
of ſinners. 

Object. 1. Saith one, I am unworthy ; I have 
nothing in me that good is. 

4nſw. The Lord taith, Iſa. 55. Come, and buy 
milk and Wine, without money, and without price; 
three times it is ſpoken in one ot two verſes. So 
that God doth ſet fotth his Kingdom by milk, 
wine, and bread, things uſcful for the body; 
ſometimes by a marriage, ſometimes by a ſupper, 
wherein arc all kinds of daintics ; ſometimes he 
doth invite them to the ſupper, and to the mar- 
riage.of his Son, and ſometimes doth compel 
them to come n. Then the Devil working with 
our corrupt nature, doth what he can to make 
the ſoul ſlight the Goſpel, and to look upon the 
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blood of the Covenant as a mean thing : When 
the ſoul Corh begin indeed to apprehend the 
greatneſs and ſweetneſs of the Gopel of glad 
tydings, then ſteps in Sathan ; What, ſuch a one 
as thou have ſuch mercy ? Fellow ſinners, mark 
the policy of the ſubtil Devil z he doth ar firſt la- 
bour to ſer at nought the Goſpel, accounting it 
as 2 mean thing: But when the Lord doth ſhine 
through that miſt, and (hew the ſoul the excel- 
lency of his Son, and the glory of the Goſpel; 
then comes the Devil the other way, ſaying, 
with thee theſe be great things indeed; But 
thou art vile and baſe, both in thy principles and 
praftice ; and canſt thou think thʒt God ever 
intended theſe things to thee? What, to ſuch 4 
one 4s thou art? Then the Lord anſwereth for 
thee, Come, without money, and Without price ; 
as if he had ſaid, Though thou haſt no ability to 
do any thing ; yet come, I will make thee rich 
enough ; thou haſt no mony , (that is, no 
felf- righteouſneſs ) let not that hinder, Revel. 
22.17. The Spirit and the Bride ſay come, and 
let him that hears come, aud let him that is a thirſt 


come, and Whoſoever will, let him take of the water 


of life freely. 

Object. It may be ( faith the ſoul ) though the 
Lord doth require nothing beforehand, yet when 
Iam come, he will require hard things of me; | 
muſt ſive ſo ſtrictly, and abandon all my plea» 

B 3 ſures ; 
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fures: What,ſhall I leave all choſe pleaſant waies, 
and have nothing but according to the Word, 
and according to Conſcience ? Then farewell all 
the comfort and joy of all our life, if we come to 
this once. 

Anſw. I appeal to you, whether your hearts 
have not been kept off by ſuch things as theſe. 
But now ( Ofcllow-fioners ) mark how Chriſt 
doth take off theſe Objections, Mat. 11. Come 
unto me, and I will give you Reſt. Tale my 
yoke upon o. (and mark what follows : ) my 
yoke 14 eaſie, and my burden light. As if Chriſt 
ſhould lay, I will lay no yoke upon you but 
what is caſie; nor any burden but what is light. 
And chis I affirm , Though this may ſeem to be 
hard to you at firſt , you will finde the waies of 
God more eahe then ever you found the waies of 
fin. Do but ac them that have any experience 
of che love of God to them, and they will tell 
thec, that they have found more ſweetneſs in one 
day in following Cod, then they found in the 
waics of fio many years : Prov. 3. 17. Her waies 
are waies of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are 
peaceable paths. Now, if you will believe the 
Spitit of God, you ſee there is more peace, more 
jay, more ſweetneſs, more comfort then ever you 
Nad before. | 

13. Again conſider, The Lord doth not on- 
y ul ſttong Arguments, and anſwer all Obje- 
ctione, 
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ions, but he is impottunate too; as firſt, he doth 
cry out after ſinners, Prov. 1. Wiſdom cryeth in 
the ſtreets, And ſo Prev. 9. and / 54. he 
doth make proclamation, Ho, every one that 
thirſteth, come. He doth importune, and bid 
come,over and over,again and again; Come come, 
come, three times together. So that God doth 
ſeck more earneſtly to ſinners, then they do to 
him. It may be thou wilt ſeek to God once for 
a mercy thou wanteſt,and give over ; but behold, 
(God cals to thee again and again, Come, come, 
come, 

14. If all this will not prevail with ſinners to 
come in, yet the Lord leaves them not, but ap- 
peals to the very conſciences of ſinners, and deals 
with them that way. If you were in great di- 
ſtreſs concerning your eſtate, or life, and you go 
to 2 man that hath both wiſdom and power to 
help you, and open the caſe ro him, bur cannot 
prevail ; then you bring ſtrong arguments ; and 
they do not move; then you take away all obje- 
tions, but yet prevail not; then you importune 
him, and urge your arguments again and again; 
and all this doth not prevail ; then you appeal to 
his own conſcience, whether you have dot ſpoken 
right to him, ſaying, I will gven leave this ro your 
own conſcience to judge of it; and this many 
times doth prevail, when nothing elſe will, Even - 
thus ( of all the world) doth God deal with ſin- 
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ners, and appeal to their own conſcience, Ifz, 
43. 26. Put me in remembrance, let us pleaa to- 
gether. Declare thou, that thou maiſt be juſtified. 
As if the Lord had ſaid, if thou canit declare any 
thing why thou doſt not come, that lyeth in thy 
way ,[ will remove it. and thou ſhalt be accepted. 
Jer. 2.5. Thus ſaith the Lord, What iniquity 
have your fathers found in me, that they are gone 

ar from me Verſe 31. Have I been a barren il. 
derneſs to Iſrael ? Exck 18.25. Hear now, O bouſe 
of Iſrael, are not my Wayes equal? are not your 
wayes wnequal ? As if the Lord had ſaid, Do you 
think in y our conſcience that theſe waies that you 
walk in are right ? Is this equal, that ſinners 
ſhould go on their daies, and paſs their time in 
ſin, and when they can fin no longer, then to plead 
for mercy ? Is this equal? If this will not do, 
the Lord will ſay, Conſcience, let him alone : fo 
conſcience may be quiet, but the Lord hath left 
pleading wich him. 

15. Again, the Lord hath many times broke 
forth into tears, to ſee the ſtubborneſs of mens 
hearts : O Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the Pro- 
phets, & c. If thou had known in this thy day 
the things that make for thy peace. Now, ſup» 
poſe that Chriſt ſhould come and weep over a 


company of poor ſinners, as he did over Feruſ«- + 


lem, ſaying, O thou finful ſoul, hadſt thou known 
in chis thy day, the things that belong to thy 
peace 3 
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peace : and ſuppoſe thou ſhouldeſt ſee one teat 
rrickling down after another, and he ſhould ſay, 
Oh that this people did but know the things that 
belong unto their peace | if thou hadſt a heart of 
ſtone, it could not but melt. 

16. The Lord doth foreſee what a litt le ho- 
nour he (hall have of this ſinner, when he hath 
brought him home : he ſeeth ſlill, that thou wilt 
have abundance of corruption in thy heart, and 
that thou wile grieve his holy Spirit, and walk 
very offenſively, diſhonour the way of Religion, 
— open the mouths of the enemics, as David : 
I fay, God doth foreſee, that after he hath taken 
all this pains to bring thee unto himſelf, what a 
little honour be (hall have by thee; and yet he 
doth perſwade chee to come: This alſo doth 
note his willingneſs to fave thee. f 

Laſtly, conlider, that aftet che Lord, our ten 
der Father, hath uſed all theſe means, and many 
more to bring in ſinners, yet he is contented to 
wait a long time upon ſinners, and to rake advan- 
tages to win them, Iſa. 30. 18. The Lorddoth 
Wait, that he may be g rat ious unto pon. O how 
many years hath the Lord waited upon me, and 
thee,and other ſinners! How long hath he knock- 
ed, and yet we let him ſtand at the door ! O Ferm- 
ſalem, Wilt thou not be madeclean? When ſhall it 
oncebe? Iiaiah 51, 17,18. J [mote him, and be 
went on frowardly ; but I have ſeen his waies, 
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and will heal him, and reſtore comfort to him, and 
to his mourners. Though he went on frowardly, 


I will reſtore comfort to him. 

Now, put all this together, and ſce how ini. 
nitely willing God is to fave thee,O thou droop- 
ing (inner. 

Queſt. If any ſhould ask a reaſon, why Cod 
is ſoimportunate, and deſitous to draw up ſinnet: 
to himſelf ? 

Anſw. 1. The ground of the love is in himſelf, 
and I can give no reaſon of it, but the ſame that 
he hath lete upon record, Exod, 33.19. 7 will be 
gracious to whom I will be gracious, and Will en 
mercy on whom wil pew mercy. 

2. He doth this, becauſe mercy pleaſeth him, 
Mic. 7 18. I Will pardon, becauſe mercy pleaſeth 
me, [aith the Lord. Now then, that that doth 
pleaſe a man he is ever defirous after; The Scrip- 
ture ſaith. He doth not afflict willingly, nor prieve 
the children of men, but he ſheweth mercy willing- 
ly, becau e hedelighteth in it. 

3. The blood of Chriſt, his onely Son, doth 
cry al»ud in the ears of the Lord for mercy ; and 
that obedience of Chriſt, wherewith the L: ord is 
fatished, is ſo well pleaſing to him, that what(o- 
ever this blood do h plead for, God mult necds 
grant. Now, the blood of Chriſt crieth mercy, 
merey, Lord for ſinners ; the blood of Abel cry- 
ed vonge ancg, vengeance ; but the blood of 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt ſpeaketh bettet things, and cryeth pardon, 
pardon, Nothing in the world can ſtop ghe cur- 
rent of Gods mercy to a people, when ir doth 
1fi- come to the blood of Chriſt : Then faith the Fa- 
p · ¶ ther of mercies,open all the flood gates row, and 
et mercy be ſhewed in the higheſt degree, ſce- 
od ¶ ing the blood of my dn cryeth for this: Though 
er! this be wonderfull mercy, to pardon juch a great 
ſinner. there is not a drop only, but a Sea of met- 
elf, | cy, to cleanſe thee throughly. Come, faith the 
hat Lord, „er ws reaſon tog ether; though your fins be 
[ be Þ Scarlet, they ſhall be as white as Snow, IIa. 1. 18. 
J. even I am he that blotteth aut thy tran'greſſions 
for my o name ſake, and will not remember 
m, | thy fins, Ia. 43. 25. Pw me in remembrance, 
eth ſaith the Lord, put me in remembrance of this my 
oth | promiſe, and let us plead together, ſaith the Lord. 
ip-¶ Declare theſe words with thy mouth, that I baue 
ve put into thy heart, that thow maiſt be juſlified, 
e- Ig. 43. 26, „ 
O chou troubled ſinner (ſot᷑ to thee I ſpeak ) 
"th I mean thee, to whom (in is a burden; fee how 
nd | our render Father hath dcalc with our brother 
| is Prodigal, Luke 15. 28. He aroſe and came 
lo- to his Father; but When he Was yet a great Way 
ds off, hu father ſaw him , and hadcompaſſion 
oy, | on him, andran, and fell on his nech, and kiſſed 
ry- | bim. 
of} 1, Take notice, his Father ſces him, before he 
rilt ſees 
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ſees his Father. No ſooner doth a finner think 
looking roward heaven, but the Lord ſpies him tu 
and pities him. me 

2, He ſaw him whiles he was yet a great wayſthir 
off, he was but in the beginning of his way to co 
come; his Father might have let him alone cillff ca, 
he had been come quite home to his houſe, and itf i, 
had been ſingular mercy to have bidden him wel. I to 

come then; bur it is done whiles he is a great ye 
way off, So, thou art at a great diſtance from the 
mercy of God in thy apprehenſion ; that is, thou 
canlt not believe, nor ſcarce hope in his mercy ; 
yet he will draw nigh to thee. 

3. The Scripture faith, his father had compaſ. 
fion on him. I ſee the Lords bowels yearn, work 
and ſtir within him at the ſight of his Son, Jer. 3. 
20. Therefore my bowels are troubled for him I wi 
ſurely have mercy upon him, ſaith the Lord Jer. . 
24. I delight in loving kindneſs. Mic,7.18.He par. 
doneth, becauſe mercy pleaſeth him 

4. It is faid, that bis Father ran. How rich, 
abundant mercy had it been in his father, thoug 
he had ſtood ſtill till bis Son had come to him FG 
But what mercy is this") He will go towards 
him, and give him a meeting. © mercy that his 
father ran not from him; but what mercy call 

ou this, that he runs to him ! Why, would it notÞtbe 
ve ſerved ( if he would needs go meet him has 
to have walked towards him wich a ſoft and hlt 
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grave pace? No, no, that will not ſerve the Lords 
m turn; if a Sinner will but go towards the Lord, 
mercy will not go a foot-pace , but runs to meet 
em; yea, mercy draws him, and puts him upon 
tau coming at firſt ſtep. The ſons pace is, he aroſe and 
tl came; be came walking towards his father, This 
ditY is the fathers pace, he ra»; the ſon moſt needed 
vel to have tun] his belly was pinched with hunger, 
ren yer he only walks, but his father runs : bowek 
the full of mercy , out pace bowels pinched with 
houſ hunger. 
cy 5. I fee him falling upon his neck, that is, he 
hugged, and embraced him; how ? fall on his 
paſ neck ? Who would not have been bath to have 
ork ¶ touched him ? yea, to come near him ? Is he not 
3. Ja his loathſome ſtinking rags ? Smel he not of 
wiifthe Swine he kept? Could a man come rear him 
r. 9. without ſtopping his Noſe ? Would not a man 
"bc ready to caſt up his ſtoniack upon ſuch an em- 
bracement ? Mercy is not nice and dainty, Will 
od thus embrice 2 Prodigal in his loathſome 
rags ? Oh (inner, be encouraged to draw near to 
m God; for the worlt of all wickedneſs and baſe- 
urdifneſs in the world cannot make him teject thee, 
bis E eK 16. 4.5,6, 
call} 6. But yet bebold 2 greater wonder then all 
notithe reſt ; I ſee him kifſmng bis Son, Who could 
m Rave brooked to have embraced a perſon in fo 


ich, 
ug 
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a bye pickle ? much leſs would any one — . 
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ſuch a one: What, kiſs thoſe lips that had been 
ſo lately a lapping in the hogs-rrough ? thoſe 
lips that had fo often Kkiſs'd thoſe baſe and b-g- 
2arly harlots 2 Kiſs him A man would rarhe 
have thought he would have kick'd him; and yet 
his Father kiſſeth him. There is a paſſige ſome: 
what like this, Gen. 33.4. And Eſau ran to meet 
him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and 
kiſſed him. A ſtrange and wonderfull thing, that 
he that had threatned to kill him, and came now 
upon that errand, to kill him and all his, that his 
he art ſhould be ſo ſtrangely altered by God, that 
killing ſhould be turned into kiſſing. It was 
very {irange that Eſax ſhould kiſs Facob ; but it 
is more ſtrange here, that this Father (ſhould ki 

this Prodigal. 

Read and conſider wel! cheſe Scriptures. 

John 1.29. Behold the Lamb of God, that taker 
away the fins of the world, 

Luk. 2. 10, 11. Behold, I bring you good t} 
dingt of great joy, that ſhall be to all people: 
Thar is, that unte you is born this day inthe Ci 
ty of David, a Savieus, which # Chriſt tht 
Lord. 

John 3.16 God ſe loved the World, that 
gave his only berotten Son, to this end, that. 
that believe in him ſhould not periſh , but have lift 
everl iſt ing. 

John 3. 17. God ſent not his Son onto th 
Wor 
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world to condemn the World, but that the World 
through him mig ht be ſaved. 

1 1im, 1.15. Thi: is a true ſaying , that (hrift 
came into the world to ſave ſinners, of whom I am 
chie 

5 13.12. Jeſus, that he might ſanftifie 
the people with his own blood, ſuffered without the 

ate. 
. 1 John 2. 1, 2. If any man fin, we hade an 
Advocate With the Father, Jeſu Chriſt the 
righteous ; and he ib the propitiation for our ſins, 
and not for ours only , but for the ſins of the whole 
fl wor (4. 

Rev. 5. 8. Then waſt killed, and haſt re- 
deemed s to God , ont of every kinared, tongue, and 
people, 

Plal. 145. 10. He will fulfil the deſires of them 
that fear him, 

Zech. 13. 1. The Lord hath opened a fountain 
4/or in, and for nncleanne(s, 

iſa. 55. 1. Ho, every one that thirſketh, come 
then. 

Mat. 5. C. ay or are they that hunger and thirſt; 
for they ſhall be filled. 

John 7. 37, 38. /f any man thirſt , let him com: 

to me, and drink 

Lohn 6. 37. And he that cometh unto me, 1 

will im no wiſe caſt of. Oh mark; / will in nc 

iſe caft bim off. That is, there is no corruption 
in 
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in thee, nor all thy enemies without thee, that 
(hall ſo far prevail wich me, as that I (hall forlake | 
thee. 


Oh then come unto me,come unto me, All you 

that are heavy laden, and I wil undoubtedly give 
ou reſt. 

: I. Faſter He that hath made theſe promiſes, 

is able ro make them good. 

2, He is not only able to do it, but he is willing 
to do it; hedelights in it. 

3. Ne is not only able and willing , but he s 
faichfull too in keeping promile ; inſomuch thut 
not one tittle (hall fail of all that he hath promi- 
ſed : He never faith, Seck ye me in Vain. 

1 Take notice, the Lord keeps open houſe, 
Rev.22.17. Let him that will, come and take of the 
Water of life — 5. 

2, Becauſe of our backwardneſs to come, he | 
invites, Iſa. 55. 1. Ho, every one that thirſteth | | 
come. 

3. Heanſwereth objeRions , and taketh a- ] | 
all excuſes, in theſe words, { ome Without money} 
and Without price; though thou haſt not righte-} | 
ouſneſs ro commend thee ro me, yet come, with} | 
ont money, and Without price. 
4. He aſſures thee, thou ſhalt be welcome] 
Joh.6. 37. Him that cometh to me, I Will in no wiſh | 
caſt off. | 

5. He tels thee, that if thou come, thou ſh 
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not loſe thy labour; He will give thee reſt, Matth. 
11. 28. 

He will give thee reſt from thine own righte- 
ouſneſs, that thou ſhalt ſee thy acceptance in the 
righceouſnels of another, and ſo ceaſe from thine 
own, He will give thee reſt, that is, he will (till 
thoſe troubles that ariſe in thine heart, and take 
off thoſe vails from thine eyes, and the bondage 
that lay upon thy heart, and ſhew thee that he 
hach ſer chee free from hell, death, law, fin 
paſt, preſent, and to come; and fo gives thee 
Faich, which is the evidence of things not ſeen, 
whica will evidence this to thy ſoul. Thy foul no 
ſooner apprehends this, bur preſently it will be 
ready to break forth in theſe words of Mary, 
Luke 1. 6, 47, 48. Ay ſoul doth magnifie the 
Lord, my ſpirit hath rejoyced in God my Saviour : 
for He hath regarded the low eftate of his hand. 
maid, &c. 

And now to draw to x concluſion : for ( as I 
ſaid in the beginning) I have but A H ord to the 
World : 1. He gives free liberty to come. 2. He 
invites thee. 3. He will bid thee welcome. 4. He 
will caſe thee of all thy troubles. 

Objeft, But thou wilt ſay, Here are indeed 
ſweet rules, and bleſſed promiſes amongſt theſe 
things that you have laid down ; but I have no 
ability to walk in the one, nor heart to embrace 
or believe the other : and I finde it written 


Jer. 


- 
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Jer.10.23. The Way of man is not in bimſelf, it 1 
not in man that walketh to direct hu ſteps. 

Anſw. But conſider, he requires nothing of 
thee , but what he hath promiſed he will enable 
thee co do. For inſtance, /ſaiah 1. 16. he re- 
quires thee, and faith, Waſh thee , and make thee 
clean; put away the evil of thy doings ; ceaſe to do 
evil, learn to do well. Here is his precept, and 
thy duty. Now turn from this precept, to that 
promiſe, Jer. 33 8. 7 willcleanſe them from all 
their iniquities , Whereby they have ſinned againſt 
me. Now when thou gueſt about that duty te- 
quired, and finde ſt thy ſelf unable, then look to 
that ſame promiſe; and in the apptehenſion 
thereof, thy ſoul ſhall look up, and go about the 
work in the ſtrength ( not of thy ſelf, but) of the 
mighty God of grace, who hath ſpoken, and 
will do it for thee. So for Repegtance; he com- 
mands thee to repent, As 17. 30. Thou gocſt 
about it, but findeſt the work of Repentance 
(true and unfeigned) too hard for thee to pet- 
form ; then turn from this Precept, to that Pro- 
mile, Ac 5.31. And when thou there ſeelt , 
that he that hath commanded thee to repent, 
even the God of power and truth, and that can- 
not lie, hath engaged himſclf to enable thee to 
the performance thereof , wilt thou tot be en- 
couraged ? 

Again, he commands thee, not to let ſin reign 

in 
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in thee, Rom.6.12. And is not the promiſe nigh 
thee, (vetſ ig.) that it ſhall not reign in thee ? 

Object. Thou wilt ſay, Theſe promiſes indeed 
are made to the EleR, and to Saints. 

Anſw. Let that be granted; yet art thou ex- 
cluded? Canſt thou ſay thou art not electedꝰ Hlow 
wilt thou prove itz Wilt thou dive into the ſecret 
counſel of Godꝭit is too deep for thee to fathom. 
Doſt thou complain that thy wicked life doth 
evidence it? Well, conſider then, Haſt thou de- 
nyed Chriſt ? So did Peter. Haſt thou — 
Chriſt 2 Did not Paw! ſo? And yet for all this, 
were not they elected ? In a word, there is not a 
man, or woman,under the whole heavens, can juſt- 
ly or truly ſay, He or ſhe is not elected. Of this, 
many reaſons and teſtimonies might be givenzbut 
I would not be tedious. 

He commands thee to love him with all th 
heart, wich all thy ſtrength, and with all thy ſoul, 
Deut. 10.12. and Deut. 30.6. the Lord comes in 
with his promiſe, ſay ing, / will circumciſe thy heart, 
and the heart of thy ſeed, to love the Lord thy God, 
With all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, that thou 
maiſt live. He commands (Col.3.5. ) te mortifie 
thy earthly members which are upon the earth, &c. 
And (Aic. y. 19.) he undertakes the work: He will 
ſubdue our iniquities, and caſt all our ſins into the 
depth of the Sea. 

2 Cor. 15. 2. The Lord faith by Paul, Thon muſt 
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keep in memory what is preached unto thee. But thou 
wilt lay ( as molt do) thou canſt not remember: 
Then have tecourſe to that Promiſe , Joh. 14.14, 
26. There the Lord undertakes and promiſeth to 
thee, ſaying, He will teach thee all things, and bring 
all things to thy remembrance, whatſoever he 
hath ſaid unto thee. So David( Pal 25.5.) in- 
treats the Lord to teach and inſttuct him in his 
way. And in Pſal.25.12. the Lord undertakes 
the Work. And P/al.32.8. the Lord faith to 
him, I Will inſtrutt thee, and teach thee in the way 
which thou ſhalt go: I will guide thee with mine 
eye. And ſo forall things whatſoever the Lord 
thy God requireth of thee in any Scripture : in 
the fame or another Scripture he comes in with 
his ſweet and bleſſed promiſes of Aſſiſtance, to en- 
able thee unto it. He knows right well as ſaith 
Jeremiah (Chap. 19.23. ) The way of man is not 
in himſelf. It is not in man that walketh to dirett 
his ſteps. Ina word, Conſider, 1here be ma- 
ny of the preateſt Promiſes amidſt the greateſt 
Precepts. So Deut. 10. 20. he commands thee 
to fear him. And Per. 32.39 he comes with a 
ſweer Promiſe , ſay ing. I will give thee an heart 
to fear me. And in another Scripture, / will put 
my Fear into your hearts. Truly , Friend, the 
Conſideration of this will fweeten all the Com- 
mands of the Lord unto thze , and it will cauſe 
the to ſet about what is required in the 
ſtrength 
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ſtrength (not of thy ſelf, hut) of the Lord : Then 
go on, and be ſtrong in him, and in the power of 
his might. Now to draw to a concluſion, conſidet 
theſe particulars. 

Firſt, that if after all theſe ſweet encourage- 
ments, invications, intreatings, perſwaſions, be- 
ſeechings, thou continue (till in unbelife, and wile 
not come to him, that thou maiſt have life, al- 
though he doth proteſt, that him that doth come 
to him, he will in no wiſe caſt our, oh. 6. 37. it is 
the greateſt of thy ſins; and it may be thou (ſhale 
hear the Lords voice changed, and telling chee, 
The ax ts laid to the root of the tree, and he that 
brings not forth good fruit, ſhall be hewen down, and 
caſt into the fire. Or ſuppoſe thou ſhouldit hear 
him ſaying to thee, as once he was to p̃eruſulem, 
Mat. 23. 37. O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, how often 
world I have gathered thy children together, even 
44 Hen gathereth her Chickens but ye would not 
Behold,your houſe is left unto you deſolate. ro. i. 
24,25. Becauſe / have called, and je refuſed; | have 
ſtretched out my hand, and no man regarded; ver, 
26. I alſo will laugh at your calamity, and mock. 
when your fear cometh. Read and well conſider 
that in Heb, 12. 16,17 Eſau having (lighted and 
undervalued his Birthright, would afterwards have 
repented. bur could not. though he ſought it wich 
tears. Therefore, To day if jou will hear hi voice, 
barden not your hearts. 
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Secondly, Conſider, the day is at hand, in 
which, all the Nations Of the World; all the 


Tribes, Kinreds,and Tongues under the Heavens, 
that now are, ever were, or ſhall be; I fay all, 
both ſmall and great, ſhall be gathered together b 
before the judgement- ſear of Chriſt, Mat. 25. 37, e 
33, 24. &c, Yea, the Sea ſhall give up her dead. b 
and the grave (hall give up her dead; death and 
hell (hall give up their dead, Rev. 20. 12,13, 14. f. 
In another place, we read, That we (hall all ap- ri 
pear before the judgement- ſeat of Chriſt, and all w 
that ever thou haſt done, good or evil, ſhall beſ fa 
laid open before all the world; all thy fins, ſe- th 
cret and open, ſhall be brought to light, and thou » 
ſhalt be judged according to thy works, Mat ſy 17 
25. 32, 33, 34, 35. Rev. 20. 13, 13 Then, te: 
when the ſecrets of all hearts are laid open,if thou ye 
art found to be a believer in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, D. 
and that thou halt made him thy confidence, ful 
then thou ſhalt, in that terrible day ſtand up with 
boldneſs, 1 70%. 4. 17. And thy Judge, (which if Lo 
thy Saviour) ſhall fay to thee, asin Mat. 25.34] 2 
Come je bleſſed of my Father, inherite ye thi wr 
Kingdom prepared for you, from the foundati.] 3 
on of the world. Then (hall all rears be wiped] no 
from thine eyes, and ſorrow and fighing (hall fie 4. 
away; there ſhall be eaſe without pain; beautyſ are 
without blemiſh ; credit without diſgrace : Ina ye | 
the 


word, thy priviledges and enjoyments, ſhall be 
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ſo great, as the heart of mancannot conceive, 
much leſs his tongue report: for thou ſhalt be like 
him, 1 7oh 3.2, 

But if thy name be not written in the Lambs 
book; if thou continueſt ſtill in unbelief, and end 
eſt thy dayes with an evil life: Oh what a terri- 
ble day will this be unto thee ! 2 Pet. 3.12, The 
Heavens (hall be on fire and diſſolve, the earth al- 
ſo it ſhall melt with fervent heat: Then if the 
rocks and mountains might fall on - thee, thou 
wouldſt think it a favour, to hide thee from the 
face of him that ſitteth on the Throne, and from 
the wrath of the Lamb; For the great day of hu 
wrath is come, and Who ſhall abide it? Rev. 6. 16, 
17, &c, Then ſhalt thou hear that dreadful ſen- 
rence paſs on thee; Mat- 25 41. Depart from me 
je curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared for the 
Devil aud his Angels. Conlider a little this dole- 
ful ſentence. 

I. Thou muſt depart from the preſence of the 
Lord, 

2, Thou departeſt / not bleſſed, but) a curſed 
wretch, Depart from me ye curſed. 

3. Not onely into fire,but into everlaſting fire ; 
no hope of returning. 

4. The companions that thou ſhalt have there, 


| bef the Devil and his Angels. And this dreadful 
C day 
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day will come 4s a thief in the night, 2 pet.; 
10. in Which the heavens ſhall paſs away wit 
a great noiſe, and the element ſhall melt wit 
fervent heat; and the earth alſo, and the work 
that are therein, ſhall be burnt np, &c. Seeing 
then that all theſe things ſhall be difſolved ( ver. 
11.) What manner of perſons ought you to be, 
in all holy converſation, and gelle? Oh then 
take heed ; Watch and pray: for you know 
not how neer the time is. Mar.13. 33. Thea 
of the Lord cometh as a thief in the night, x Theſ 
5. 2. Wherefore ( beloved) ſeeing that you look 
for ſuch things, be diligent, that you may be founi 
of him in peace, without ſpot, and blameleſs. 2 Pet 
3. 14. 
Thirdly, conſider, if it ſhould be a fe 
months, oryeers, before this great and terrible 
day come; yet it may not, for ought that thou 
knowelt, be many days, no not ſo much as many 
hours or minutes before thy particular end come 
in which thou ſhalt be gaſping for life, and 
breathing out thy laſt breath. If then thou look 
up, God will appear as an angry Judge ; If thor 
look down, the bottomleſs pit will ſtrike terrot 
into on thy tight hand, thy ſins ſtand accu 
ſing thee 3 on thy left hand, the devil is ready tc 
execute Gods eternal ſentence upon thee ; with- 
in thee, thy conſcience gnawing ; without the 
chy friends bewailing. So that look whict 
Wa 
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way thou wilt; above thee , beneath thee, 
within thee , without thee , every object 
will adde to thy miſery. Therefore, Oh re- 
member thy Creator in the days of thy youth, be- 
fore theſe evil days come, Eccl. 12.1, Intreat 
the Lord, as David did, Plal.39.4. Lord, make 
me to know mine end, and the meaſure of my days, 
what it 1s, that I may know how frail I am. And 
wilt thou know bow frail thou art, O vain man? 
Then conſider, 

One Scripture ſaith of thy days, It # as Water 
ſpilt upon the ground, 2 Samuel 14. 14. Another 
Scripture ſaith , Our days are like a ſhadow, 
Pſalm 102. 11. And, as if that were too long, 
ob ſ. ith ( Job 7. 7.) My life « but à winde. 
Pſalm 102, 2. Our days conſume like ſmoke. We 
all do fade as a leaf, Iſaiah 64. 6. Al fleſh is 
graſs, and all the glory of man as the flower of 
the graſs; the graſs withereth , and the flower 
thereof falleth away, 1 pet. 1. 24. And as if all 
theſe reſemblances ſignified too much length, to 
hold forth the ſhortneſs of our life, the holy 
Ghoſt doth contract it ſhorter, Pſalm 39.5. Thon 
haſt made my days as an hands bredth. Abd as if 
that reſemblance alſo were too long, he faith in 
the ſame verſe, Mine age is as nothing. Well 
then, doth the Scripture in many places ſay Ve are 
like a bubble of the brook, a tale that ts told, or 
4 dream ? O how ſhould the ſerious conſidera- 
tion 
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tion hereof, teach thee /o ro number thy days, 
that thou mighteſt apply thine heart to true and 
perfect wiſdom. Or, as the Wiſe man faith, Eccl, 
x 2. 6. Remember thy Creator before the ſilver cord 
be looſed,or the golden bowl be broken : for as Death 
leaves thee, fo Judgemenr will finde thee, ce, 
In a word, it is a point of high wiſdom, to be 
often thinking and meditating of our later end; 
for the Lord himſelf faich, Deut. 32. 29. O that 
they were Wiſe, that they underſtood this, to conſider 
their later end So he that made thee, teach and 
perfeR thee. 


— — 


'I'wo Words to thoſe choſen out 
of the WoRLD. 


Ow I ſhall come to ſpeak two Words to 
thoſe that are choſen out of the world, 
Firſt, Generally, co all the Saints. 
Secondly,More particularly, to the Saints under | f 
thoſe Titles or Forms by which they ate moſt e 
commonly known. 4 
1. The Word in general, to all that are truly I h 
godly, ( for now to you I ſpeak ) even to you, | 1 
my Ras members, and brethren in Chriſt ;, 1 
0 
: 


Awake aWake,put on thy ſtrength O Sion, put on thy 
beautiful garments, O feruſalem, thou holy Ci. 
tie, 


days, 
and 
<ccl, 
cord 
cath 
Oe, 
be 
nd; 
that 
der 
und 
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tie, Ia. 5 2.1. Ariſe my beloved and come away,Canc, 
2.10, 12. For the day is dawning. and the day · ſtar 
ariſing in your hearts, 2 Pet. 1. 1). 

O Saints ! conſider a little upon what ground 
you ſtand, upon what foundation you are built. 
Doſt thou believe there was ſuch a Chriſt as the 
Scriptares mention? Doſt thou believe that this 
Chriſt took thy Nature, and allo thy Sins? Doſt 
thou believe, thar in this thy nature he fulfilled 
the Law, took it away, railed it to the Crofs, and 
ſo is become the end of the Law to all that be- 
lieve? Alſo, freed thee trom (in paſt, preſent,and 
to come, and ſo from death, the wages thereof ? 
Doſt thou conceive, that God will make good his 
gracious promiſes? in particular theſe, 7/a. 25. 
7, 8. &c. He will deſtroy in this mountain, the 
face of the covering caſt over all people , and 
the vail that is ſpread over all Nations; He will 
ſmallow up death in victory. And the Lord God 
will wipe away all tears from off all faces ; and 
the rebuke of hu people ſhall be taken away, 
from off all the earth. Doſt thou believe that 
the knowledge of the Lord (hall cover the earth, 
as the waters the ſea ; and that we (hall all know 
him, from the greateſt to the leaſt > Per. 31.34. 
Doſt thou believe thoſe words which the Lord 
ſpake to Daniel, Chap. 7. 27. And the king- 
dom, and the dominion , and the greatneſs of 
the kingdom under the Whole heavens, (mark 
this 


bl 
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this word, under the whole heavens) D b 
given to the people of the Saints; for their King 
dome is an everlaſting Kingdome, and all domi. 
nions ſhall ſerve and obey them, Doſt thou 
believe choſe words, Iſaiah 30. 26. Aoreover i 

light of the Moon ſhall be as the light of the Sun, 
and the light of the Sun ſhall be ſevenſold 
Doſt thou believe, That the Lord Will wipe 
away all tears from off all faces, and that ther 
ſhall be no more ſorow nor crying; neither ſhal 
there be any more pains * Revel. 21. 4. Dol 
thou believe what the Lord faith in Iſaiah 5. 10, 
And the ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return a 

come to SON with Songs, and everlaſtin 


joy upon their heads ; they ſhall obtain joy and 
gladneſs; and ſorrow and ſighing ſhall flie away. 


Doſt thou believe the Lord will heal all out 
back-flidings , all our diſtractions, and com- 
poſe all our differences, and give all his peo- 
ple one heart. and one way? /7eremiah 32. 39. 
Read underſtandingly that, Iſaiah 11. 6, 7, 8, 9. 


The Woolf alſo ſpall dwell with the Lamb, and 


the Leopard ſhall lie down with the Kid, and the 


Calf and the young Lions, and the fatling to- N 


gether ; and the Cow and the Bear ' ſhall feed 


their young, and lie do wu together. And the Lion 


ſhall eat ſtraw like the Oxe, and the ſucking 


childe ſhall play on the hole of the «Aff, and the hu 


weaned child ſhall put his hund on the Coc ba- 


rice 
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24 trice den: They ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all 
wu mine holy menntain : for the Earthſhall be full 
omi 


of the knowledg of the Lord, as the waters cover 
thouſ % Sea. Light in ſowen for the Righteons3 and 
e oladneſs for the upright in heart. IIa. 7 9,11, 12. 
Jun Theretore rejoyce in the Lord ye Righteous and 
old | give thanks at the remembrance of his holineſs. 
Theſe (and many Scriptures more which for 

brevity 1 omitr ) do ſhew thee O moſt noble o- 

vercoming Saint, that glorious times are coming : 

wheretore gird up the loyns of thy mind , be ſober, 

nd hope to the end, forthe grace that is to be 

brought unto thee at the revelation of Jeſus 

briſt, 1 Pet. 1.13. And when he is revealed, 

andſpmongſt many mercies which thou ſhalt receive, 
will only mention two. 

Firſt, De ſhall appear without ſin, and thou 

alt appear ſo in him. Heb. 9 ult. 

peo; Secondly, Thou ſhalt be like him: for thou 

. 39, Ppalt ſee him as he 16. 1. John 3.2.& c. Then when 

8. 9. by ſoul appreberds this, it will even break forth 

 andÞÞnto Praites ard Songs of Deliverance, as once 

the Parid. Ged let in a Light, whereby be ſaw his 
to. Ins pardoned, Fial. 103. 1,2, 3,4. Bleſs the 
feed ord O my Soxl, and all that ts within me Leſs his 
Lion poly Name; Blrſi the Lend O my Soul and forget 
king het all bis Benefits Who forgiveth all thine ini- 
9 the huitießs, who healeth all thy Diſeaſes : Who 
c- Fedeemerh thy life from Death: Who croWn- 
eth 
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eth thee with loving kindneſs and tender whercies. 
If thou ask why I cite fo many Scriptures, and not 
explain them, I anſwer, Remember co whom! 
ſpeak, that is, to the choſen generation, to the 
Saints enlightned, and they have the ſum of them 
opened to them already, or at ſeaſt they have the 
Spirit of God in them, which is the tiueſt Key to 
unfold or unlock the myſtery of them unto them, 
Object. 2. Burl ſuppoſe that many of theſe 
forementioned promiſes were made unto parti- 
cular Saints, as to the Jews, or the Ike, and ſo have 
been fulfilled co them ; and if ſo,then what mat- 
tet of comfort can they adminiſtet. unto me? 
Anſw. duppoſc it were ſo, that they be fulfil. 
led already ; ( which | know molt do ſay) yet in 
ſome mcaſure ( through Gods goodneſs ) I do 
know the contrary ; they are wholly, or for the 
greateſt part yet to be fulfilled, as 1 could prove 
by Scripture ; but I forbeat,becaule i would not 
be tedious. But ſuppoſe they were made to ſome 
particular Saints, and fulfilled to them; yet they 
are in whole, or in part, applyable unto thee ; 
as to inſtance in one Scripture for all, Joſh. 1. 5: 
The Lord promiſeth Toſbna, T hat be would never 
leave him, nor forſake him. And the Apoſtle in 
Hebrew. 13. 5. preſſerh che Saints to make uſe of, 
and to lay hold on that promiſe,as made to them, 
though it was made to7o/pnua many hundred years 
before, 
Object. 
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Object. 3. If they be yet to be fulfilled, it is a 
great queſtion whether I ſhall live to ſee any of 
them fulfilled; and then what comfort do they 
hold forth to me ? 

Anſw. If thou doſt not live to ſee them fulfil- 
led with thy bodily eyes, yet with the eye of 
faith, which is the evidence of things nor ſeen , 
(with natural eyes )Reb.11.1, thou maiſt ſee them 
fulfilled to thee : as the Saints, Heb.11.13. They 
all dyed in the Faith, not having received the Pro- 
miſes ; but having ſeen them afar off , and were 
perſwaded of them, and embraced them; that is, 
they lived in the enjoyment of them, in the Spi- 
tit. Again, 1 Theſ. 4. 16, 17. there are promiſes 
made; one, That the dead in(hriſt ſhall riſe firft ; 
and another, That we ſhall ever be With the Lord, 
And in the 18. verſe, he commands the Saints, 
That they ſhould comfort one another with theſe 
words, Then (in one word) this is the ſumme 
to be learned from hence; that we (hould not 
only rejoyce in the preſent enjoyments, but live 
in a full expectation of (and comfort in) what 
we (hall ſhortly enjoy ; And comfort one another 
With theſe words, 

Is not that time drawing near, which is pro- 
pheſied of, Revel. 1m. 15. And the ſeventh 
Angel ſounded, and there were great voices in 
Heaven, ſaying, The Kingdoms of this world 
ae become the Kingdoms of our Lord, and of 
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his Son Chriſt, and he ſpall reign for evermore, 
Wherefore, moſt noble overcoming Saints, Set- 
vants of the moſt high and mighty God, look 
for great alterations, and mighty changes ; See 
what deſolations God will make in che earth ; 
when he hath accompliſhed his work upon 
mount Sion, then he will judge the mountain of 
Eſau ; that is, when God hath fully brought up 
his people to enjoy nothing bur himſelf, then he 
will declare himſelf to be a God taking venge- 
ance on his, and our enemies, Wherefore te. 
joyce, O you Saints, for the time of your ſinging 
is come The day of our r:demprion is appearing, 
Howl, O Babylon; Mourn, O thou proud oppoſet 
of Chrilt : thy pride is filling, thy end is coming; 
Who will mourn for chee Then (hall all thy 
lovers ſtand afar «ff, tor fear of thy totments; 
they (tand far off, they will not come neer to 
comfort thee, Be ſi ent then, O all fleſn; for 
the Lord is riſen out of his holy habitation. 
Thea wilt thou break forth, a+ in 1/4.25.9. And 
it (hall be ſaid ia tha: day, This u our God, we 
have waited for him; This is our Lord, we have 
waited for him we will be 0/14, 4 rejoyce in 
his ſalvation. (nen by this glorioas appearing, he 
will deſtro the face of che covering calt over all 


people, aad the yail that is ſpread over all Nati 


ons, nad he will Hi up death in victory: and 
the Lord Gold will wipe away tears from off al 
face: 
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faces, and the rebuke of his people ſhall be taken 
away from off all the earth: for the Lord hath 
ſpoken it, 1/aiah 25. 7, 8. O Saints, /ift up your 
beads ; your redemption draws nigh: and now 
will our God make good to us that which is writ. 
ten, Zepheniah 3. 9. J will turn the people of pure 
language, and they ſhall ſerve me With one con- 
ſent. This pure language, is the language of the 
Spirit. 

It is appointed by God, to put an end to theſe 
diviſions : not till then ſhall che envy of Ephraim 
depart, and the enemies of dh be cut off; 
Ephraim not envy Judah, not 7udah vex Ephra- 
im. Then the Kingdom, and the dominion, and 
the greatneſs of the Kingdom (hall be given to 
the Kingdom of the Saints ; whoſe Kingdom is 
an everlaſting Kingdom; and all dominions 
(hall ſerve and obey them, Dun. 7. 27. Then the 
N ations that will not ſerve thee, ( that is, Chriſt 
in the Saints) all periſh, Iſaiah 60. 12, Now, 
God having given you all one heart, and one 
way, as it is written, Per. 32. 29. now (hall be 
brought to paſs that ſaying, Iſaiah 11.6, 7, 8. 
The Woolf ſhall dwel with the Lamb, and the Leo» 
pard ſhall lie down with the Kid, &c. Vert 9. 
They ſhall not burt nor deſtroy in all my holy 
mountain: for the earth ſhall be full of the know 
lage of the Lord, as the waters cover the Sea. The 
envy of Ephraim ſhall depart , and the adver- 
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ſaries of Judah ſhall be cnt off, Then all you, the Iſrael 
of God, ſhall have your fathers Law Written in your 
hearts. Then you ſhall ceaſe teaching one another, 
ſaying, know the Lord; for they ſhall all of them 
know me; from the leaſt to the greateſt of them,ſaith 
the LoxdyJer.31.3 4. 

My dear friends, I have much more to write 
unto you of theſe things; but being more ſttait- 
ned in time, then in love, at preſent I (hall paſs 
by many things; Firſt, concerning the treſtituti- 
on of all things, ſpoken of Rom. 8. 19, 20, 21,22, 
23. and Act, 3. 20, 21,22, 23, 24. And ſo in 
many other Scriptures, which for preſent I omit ; 
and then, what (hall follow upon the reſtitution 
of all things, Rev. 11, 15, Rev. 21. 2, 3, 4. Theſe 
things were in my heart to write of diltinly,ſee- 
ing that all, zs well Saints as ſinners ate extream- 
ly ignorant of theſe things, though moſt clearly 
held forth in Scripture, that a man can hardly 
ſpeak of them, though he ſpeaks no more then 
the Hiſtory holds forth, but one is offended, and 
another ts rroubled ; therefore at preſence I am 
ſilent therein; As our Lord ſaid, I have more 
things to ſpeak, but ye cannot bear them now; 
and this Scripture likewiſe, Haſ thou faith? have 
it to thy elf. cc. So I pals by that which thou (halt 
ſhort ly enjoy, and come to ſpeak a few words of 
what many of the Saints do already enjoy; and 
oh chat all the Saints did but truly conſider theſe 
cnſuing 
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enſuing things, which I never received of man, 
neither was I taught them by man, but of God 
alone | 

Thon art a believer, conſider - 

1. The Law that thou haſt broken, Chriſt bath 
kepe, fulfilled, and taken away. 

2. Thy fins which were many , both original 
ind actual, of omiſſion and commiſſion, thy ſins 
palt,thoſe preſent,and choſe to come, are all laid 
upon Chriſt, and the wages due to them he te- 
ceived, 

3. Conſider upon what account thou now ſtand- 
eſt before the Father,riot of thine own tighteouſ- 
neſs but the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 

4.Conhder,T bat thou being made free from (in, 
dot reckon thy ſelf ſo,Rom.6. 11, Likews/e reckon 
your ſelves to be dead indeed wnto ſin, but alive ume 
God. 

5. When thou art thus built upon Chriſt and thus 

grounded in him, Epheſ.3.18,19, Then thou ſhake 
be able to comprehend with all Saints, hat is the 
—— and depth, bredth,and length of his love, 
and to know the love of Chriſt, which paſſeth 
knowl dee. 

Now follows the fruit of this knowledge : The 
ſoul that is elightncd will aot go on in ſin but the 
love of Chriſt will conſtrain him from a couric of 
lin. I (hall ſpeak a word to every one of theſe par- 
ticulars, briefly and plaioly. 

D 2 
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1. Of the firit. The I aw that thou haſt bro- 
ken, Chriſt hath kept, fullfilled, and taken away 
The Law required obedience of thee ; Chriſt 
comes and yi. ids obedience for thee, and impures 
it to thee, Rom. 5. 19. As by the diſobedience of 
one, many are made ſinners ; ſo by the obedience of 
one, ſhall many be made right cus; the Law re- 

uited the keeping of every tittle of the firſt and 
— Table; Chriſt comes and walks up to it 
ſtep by ſtep ; So that the Law could no ſooner re- 
quire obedience, bur preſently Chriſt yields o- 
bedience, as it was in the Old Leſtament prophe. 
fied, and in the New teſtified of him. The Law 
required an holy life, Chriſt lived an holy life; the 
Law required perfect obedience, as well in the 

inciples as in the practice; Chriſt yields it in 
h; the Law requires death for the leaſt diſo- 
bedience ; and though Chrilt had not broken in 
it any tittle, yet he repreſenting the perſons of 
thoſe that had broken it, became obedient unto 
the Law in this alſo, Phil. 2.8. And being found in 
faſhion 4s a man, he humbled himſelf , and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the Croſs, and 
that the Law is done away by Chriſt, ce 2 Cer. 3. 
four times in that chapter it is ſaid to be done 2 
way. Alſo Rom. 7. Rom. 10.4 And ſo the 2. 3. 
4. Chap. to the Galatians, and many other Scri- 
ptures. 

2. Conſider, Thy fins which are many, both 

ori- 
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original and ausl., of omiſſion of commiſſion» 
agannlt the firſt Table or the ſecond, thy fins paſt, 
pte ſent. and to come, ate all laid upon Chriſt and 
the wage« due to them he received, Ifaiah 53. 6. 
Aud the Lord hath laid on him the in quities of u 
all. 1 Pet. 2.24. Who himſelf bare our fins in his 
own ho iy on the tree, &. 2 Cor.5. 21. He hath 
made him to be ſin for us, that kneW no ſin, that we 
might be made the right eonſne/s of God in him. 
Mac. 8. 17. Himſelf took our mfurmuties, and bare 
our ſickne ſes. 

3. Conſider, Upon what account you and be. 
fore the Father, viz. not of your own righteoul- 
neſs, hut upon the account of the righreouſnets of 
Jeſus Chriſt - 1 Cor. 1. 35. He i made unte 
wiſ dom ri ghteouſne/s ſanttification and redemption = 
Phil. 3.9. And be found in him not having mine o] 
righteowſneſr,which is of the Law but that Which us 
through the Faith of Chriſt the righteonſneſs of God 
by Faith. 

4. Confider, If the Law be fulfilled, thy fins 
pardoned, and thou now ſtandeſt before thy Fa- 
ther by the righceouſneſs of another ; Then 
thou canſt not but look upon thy ſelf as free 
ſrom ſin, and ſo break forth, as in Rom. 6. 
11. Likewiſe, reckon your ſelves dead unto ſin 
indeed, but alive wnto God. Being then made free 
from fin, ye became the ſervants of righteouſneſs, 
Romans 6. 18. But now being ma le free Pay 
3 an 
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and become ſervants to God, you have your fruit 
wnto holineſs, and the end everlaſting life, Rom, 6, 
22. Col 1. 22. Hehathreconciled you in the bo. 
dy of his fleſh through death, to preſent you boly 
and nnblamable, and wnreprovable in bu fight, 
1 Theff. 3.13. Now one that is, 1. Holy, 2. Un. 
blamable, 3. Unreprovable, muſt needs be free 
from ſin. 

5. When thou art thus rooted and grounded 
in love, thou ſhale be able to comprehend with 
all Faint, what 1s the bredth , and length, and 
heieheh, and depth and to know the love of 
(briſt. which p4 ſeth Kno /. doe, Ephel. 3.18, S0 
thalt thou be filled with all the fulneſs of qed, 
verſe 19. Methinks I fee many of the Saints 
even breaking forth in the language of Mary, 
Luke 1. 45, 47, 48. Ay ſeul doth magnifie the 
Lord, my ſpirit doth rejoyce in God my Savionr : 
( and then gives occaſion of this joy : ) fork 
hath regarded the low eſtate of hu ha ; 
The tongue of the dumb doth begin to (ing, the 
eyes of the blinde to be opened, and the cars of 
the deaf to heat. Read the 35. of /ſaiah ; that 
whole Chapter briefly and plainly lays down, by 
way of propheſic, that he, our tender Father, 
bringing down the mighty from their ſear, and 
exalcing chem of low degree; yea, he rebukerh 
Kings for your ſakes. Your God is no reſpetter 
of perſons; If Kings and Princes tebel againft 

him 
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him, and his choſen ones, he will bring down 
their heads as low as the Block. And if ebe ſe 
great ones endeavor to ſepatate God and his 
— ny God will ſeparate their heads from their 
ies. You ſce theſc Days of Ours do viitneſsto 
this. Ina word, he is pulling down the king- 
doms of men, and ſetting up the Kingdom of his 
dear Son, And how doth the brutith Malig- 
nant rage, and the poor blind Presbyrcerian mur- 
mur at the going on of God's work / Let me 
lay to both, as Prov. 1. 22. How long ye ſimple 
ones, will ye love ſimplicity | What, do you not 
know that Cod hath an Artribure of Juſtice, 
that he will magnihe , as well as that of his Mer- 
cy ? If he affiit his own dear Children , whom 
he ſo loves, will he not execure Vengeance on 
his Adverſlarics ? Be ſilent then, all Fleth, before 
him: For the Lord will bring to paſs his Work, 
yea. his (trange Work : eruly, Juſtice hath no 
teſpect of perſons : wherefore turn your murmur- 
ing and repining, into rejoycing and thankl- 
giving. for the judgements of God upon the 
enemies of his truth, O you molt noble over- 
coming Saints, ſervants of the molt high God, 
you (hall ydge Angels, as well as carthly King 
your Father loves you, and therefore he will ho- 
nour you: ( nay he doth honour thee already / 
T hoſe that bononr me I Will bonenr , faith the 
Lord, 
D 4 1. H 
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1. He calls thee his ſervant ; and that is a great 
honour to be a ſervant to ſo heavenly 2 Prince, 
But, as if that were roo little, 

2. He calls you his choſen ones, his friends, 
Joh.15.15- 

3. Ne calls you his Brethren and Siſters, Heb. 
2.11. 

4+ He calls you his Sons and Daughters, 2 more 
neer relation, Yer, as if that were a ſlile too low 
to expreſs his render love unto you, 

5. Hecalls you his Spouſe, and Wiſe, Rev. 
21.9. 

6. He calls you Members of his own Body, 
1 Cor. 12.12, 

7. He tells you, you ate Co- heirs with himſelf 
Roms. 8. 17. 

8. Herells you that the glory that the Fat 
gave to him. he hath given to you; that you may 
one, as the Father and he are one. 

9. He tells y u, that you are not onely one i 
the Body, but one in the Spirit alſo, 1 Cor. 6. 17 

10. And laſtly, he tells you, that this is but 
ſhore taſte of what you ſhall be, 1 0h. 3.1. 

How will the conſideration of theſe net 
Relations cauſe you to break forth with the 
holy Ghoſt? 1 Job. 4. 17. A be, ſo are wei 
this preſent World, Or, as in Het. 2. 11. Both 
that ſanRtifieth , and they that are ſanilified , « 
all one. Again , hence it is that the Lord 2 


— 
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He that touc heth them, touc het h the apple of mine 
che. In a word, the Lord takes all the wrongs done 
to any of his, as done to himſelf, Sau., Saul, why 
per ſecuteſt thow me ? [ was an hungred, and ye gave 
me no meat ; I was thirſty and ye gave me no drink ; 
[ was a ſtranger, and ye took me not in ; naked, and 
ye clothed me not ſich and in priſon, and ye viſited 
we not. Inaſmuch as ye did it not to one of the leaft 
of theſe ye did it not to me. 

Again,conſider,as thy moſt wiſe God turns all 
things to his own glory, ſo likewiſe he turns them 
to thy good. To inſtance in a few things; as firſt, 
The very fall of Adam, wherein the devil thought 
to have wrought thy ruine, God in his wiſdom 
hath turned it co thy greateſt good. And in the 
ſame thing wherein the devil thought to caſt thee, 
thy God appointed to recover thee. Adu fell 
through unbelief ; thou tiſeſt again by faith : and 
the itate in which thou (tandeſt in the ſecond A. 


ie ith} aum is 2 more firm and glorious ſtate then that of 
. 17 the firlt Adam 50 that thou halt gotten many pri- 
ut i} viledges by his fall. For inſtance : 
| 1. Adam, though made without (19, might fin. 
neei Now ic is impoſſible for thee, as thou art made 2 
the] new creature by Chriſt, to (in, 1 7.3.6.9. 
ve i 2. The firſt Adam was made inferiour to Angels; 
tþ by but the ſecond Adam bath made thee equal with 
„(if not above) the Angels, Luke 22. 36. Matth, 
zichJ 22, 30. 
H 3. The 
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3. The fuſt Adam had power over viſible crea- 
tures of the earth;bur thouſ being reſtored by the 
ſecond Adams )baſt power over principalicies, and 
ſpiritual wickednefles in high places, Epbe/. 6. 
12. 2Cor.10-4. 

4. Adam was made righteous, and that was 
a glorious ſtateʒbut the ſecond Adam hath made 
thee the righteouſneſs of God 1 him, 2 Cor. 5. 
ver. 21. 

The firſt Adam in his beſt cltate, was ſubject to 
fall by the tempration of evil — 2 nothing 
can make a ſeparation between thee and thy God, 
Nom B. 3 5 

6. Adam had but a temporal paradiſe at the beſt, 
but the ſons of Sion, by vertue of their ſecond A. 
dam, havc a (ſpiritual Paradiſe, Heb.12.22,23. 

Oh the d-pth of the riches both of the wiſdom 
and knowledge of God ! How wnſearchable are 
his jnedgements | and his wayes paſt finding out | 
Weil doth 7obn lay, John 3. 36. He that be- 
lieveth on the Son hath everlaſting life. Mark, he 
doth not ſay, he fall have eve claſling life ; but he 
bath it already. And particularly,he bath it thus 

1. He hath everlaſting life in the Promi/e; Fear 
not little flock gt is your fathers good pleaſure to give 

you the kingdom. 

2. He hach it in the firſt fruits; for what is hea. 
ven, but a more full cnjoyment hereafter of what 
is begun here ? 

3. te 
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3. He bath it, even now, in poſſeſſion,by Chriſt 
his head;for Chriſt his he ad is encered in already. 
Oh then, you ſervants of God, If you be entered 
into heaven, if you have recerved a kingdom that 
cannot be moved, Serve God acceptably, With reve- 
rence and godly fear. 

So having ipoken a word in general, to all the 
Sons of Sion; give me leave to ſpeak aword in 
particular to each of them, under their ſeveral 
Forms: and herein 1 (hall lumewhat differ from 
the praftice of molt men. 

I (hall firſt take notice of thoſe things that are 
commendable in the Saints, to whom | write, to 
cheriſh and cemmend that. And, 

Secondly, Reprove them ſharply ( but yet in the 
ſpiric of love and meckneis ; for the evil among 
them. So did Pax! with the Church of Cormrch, 
1 Cor. 1. 4. and foto the 15. verſe. So dealc 
Chriſt with the Church of Fes, Rev. 2. 
from the firſt verſe to the end of the fifth. And 
in the ſame manner he ſpake to the Church of 
Pergamuws, Rev, 2. from the r2, veric to the 
end of the 16. And fo when he wrote tothe 
Church of T hyatira, Rev. 2.18, 19. J know thy 
Works, and charuy, and ſervice, and faith, and 
thy patience, and how thou groWeſt ; for thy laſt 
Works be more then thy firſt. So having taken 
notice of the things commendable, and praiſed 
them for chat,v. 20.in the next place(not the firſt) 

he 
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he reproves their evil, ſaying, Nevertheleſs I have 
a few things againſt thee, &g. 

In this order, or method, I ſhall at preſent 
ſpeak ; not in oppoſition to, or denial of any way 
now in practice amongſt the godly,and warranted 

y the dcriptures. 


. — — . TPP . — — 


— —— 


A Word to thoſe that have taken to 
themſelves the name of Prerbyrerians, 


My Brethren, 


hearts deſire, and prayer to God, is, that 

the God of our Lord |cfus Chriſt, the Fa- 

ther of glory, may give unto cach of you the ſpi- 

rit of Wiſdom and Revelation, in the knowledge 

of hiny; that you may be able ro comprehend, 
witch All Saints, hat is the bredth, and length, 

and heighth, and depth, and to know the love of 
Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge, that you might 

be filled with all the fulneſs of God; I thank my 
God on your behalf, for the grace of God that 

in ſome meaſure given to many of you already 

eius Chriſt: God'tach made ſome of you in- 

” Qramental for the converſion of ſouls , by the 
* prexching of his Word. And I my ſelf maſt ac. 
a ledge, to the glory of God, and to your 
raiſe, chat I have had many ſweet and heaven» 
refreſhments by your teachings, and ſolid dil 
courles, 


A Ward to the Ptesbyterians. 55 


courſes, both in publique and private. In ſome 
things God hath enlightned me by you; and in 
ſome other things I have been convinced by you; 
and in ſome other things I have been confirmed 
by you: Theſe things 1 ſpeak by experience; and 
beſides, | have heard from ſome others, that they 
have alſo received the like benefits from the Lord 
by you. Again, many of you ate men of tender 
conſciences, inſomuch that when you ſee but the 
very appearance of evil. you will abſtain from it. 
And the charity of many of you to the poor, is 
very large, as appears by the relation of many 
root fouls, whole bowels you have refreſhed ; 
and appcats alſo by your ſtic ting up others to the 
performance of that duty. 
But my Brethren, there arc fault: among you: 

therefore I have a ſew things againſt y ou. 

1. Why do you fo frequently complain againſt 
this preſent Parliament, and Army, ſaying, They 
be pulling dowa Magiſtracie and Viniſtery ? Are 
they pulling down any ſuch Magiſtracie, ot Mini- 
fiery as Chriſt hath ſer up?Or elle ſuch as Antichriſt 
hath ſer up. and aQtcd his deſigns by: 22 
is ſpicitual, judge. If you examine our preſent Mu. 
giltracie and Miriltery by the word of Truth, 
you (hall cafily fee,that they art not accordingte 
Chnlt, but to Antichriſt. 2 

Firſt, Touching the Magiſtrate,] appeal to yen 
Conſciences: Hath be been the Magilltate of _ 

or 
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for good to thee, in countenancing them that 
do well. and puniſhing of evil doers ? or rather, 
hath he not continually, for a long time, puniſhed 
olc that do well, and countenanced thoſe that 
do ill? netein will | appeal to the Sons of Sion to 
judge. Have they not baniſhed, impriſoned, te- 
proached, perſecured, deſpiſed, and conte mued, 
and that to the higheſt picch of their power, all 
thoſe io whom the fruits of the Spirit of Chriſt 
have appeared in any meaſure : And is this a la- 
full Authority, which we ought to obey ? Then 
let us never account it blaſphemy, to ſay, that the 
molt wicked of actions are lawfull and jult : for,is 
any thing leis from the will of God, or more 
contrary to his commands, then this ? Is not one 
unrighteouſneſs as abſolute a tranſgteſſion as 
another e , 

It is worth your pains to examine what lawful 
Authority is: and let us conlider, 

It is ſaid Romans 13. 1. The poWers that be, 
are ordained of God. \hereis no power (that 
is lawfull ) but ic is of God : for this is molt rrue, 
that the molt high God is to raign in the King- 
doms of men: and whoſoever arc his inftruments 
in governing, they muſt derive their power trom 
him, and act purely the command of God, and 
no more nor leſs, but even ſo; as it is recorded 
of the children of //racl, Exod. 39. 42, 43. 
T hey had done the Work of the T abernacle a = 

Lor 
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Lord had commanded , even ſo they had done ir. 
And { therefore it follows) Moſes bleſſed them. 
Wherefore were they bleſſed Sure you ſee, not 
for their own inventions, but for cheir obedience, 
ſo purely and exactly alter the command of God. 
And Paul faith, Be not the ſervants of men: that 
is, do not you obſerve the things that men do 
command, unleſs God hath commanded them. 
Bur you will ask, How may we know the true 
power from the falſe ? (Oh that you were ſo 
teachable 1) Then, 

The Scripture will tell you, that the lawful 
powers are of God, born ot his commandments, 
and bearing his image, holy as he is holy; being a 
terror, not to good works, but to evil. And h- 
bc er doth reſiſt t bus power (one ly this he reſifteth 
the ordinance of God, and ſhall receive judgement to 
himſelf. 

But the Parliament and Army do not reſiſt 
this power ( ſpoken of by Paul to be obeyed } 
but they do refilt (and I admire that you the 
Seers do not fee it, that they do teſiſt) that 

I power ſpoken of by Micab, Chapter 3. ver. 11. 
The heads thereof that do judge for reward, and 
that eftabliſh iniquiry by a Law: the Priefts 
thertof that teach for hire, and the Prophets there · 
of that divine for money ; and yet lean upon the 

43-J Lord, and ſay, Is not the Lord amongit w d 


- Ay cond can come un . That the rene — 
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this Nation ( that have been teſiſted) have been 
and are ſuch. theit᷑ late actions ate proofs ; then 
which. nothing can be more full ot plain to men 
of reaſon. 

2. For the Miniſtery that are ſaid to be pulling 
down, What are they ? Apoſtles from Chriſt, or 
from our Univerſities > Who hath taught them? 
God or Man? How are they conſtituted Mini- 
ſtets ? By God or Man? A power Internal, or 
External ? By the hand and power of Gods Spi- 
rit upon their ſouls, and in them; or the hands 
of fleſh. upon their heads of fleſh, without them? 
They fait and pray forthem ; but is it therefore 
certain that God doth hear and grant that parti- 
cular thing ? What is their Principle? The Spi- 
rit and living power of God, or the natural and 
carnal ſpirit of Men? What is their Knowledge? 
Of Faith, or of Reaſon meerly humane ? Is it 
of che Type, or Truth? Letter, or Spirit ? Form, 
or Power? Have they received it by Revelation, 
or Tradition? And what is the end of moſt 
of them? Is it not worldly honour and power, 
earthly riches ? Will they preach if theit Profit 
invite them not? Do they reckon themſelves 
rewarded, if they receive not money ? Is not 
their cry great, and their labour extream for 
Mammon? Judge you. But theſe Miniſters ate 
made ſuch, in a way of imitation, They lay they 
followthe pattern of the Apoltles ; but is it ſo? 
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The Apoſtles had a glorious ſpitit of light and 
power poured out upon them, mightily manifeſt» 
ed in them, ſo that they were in an holy extaſſe, 
ſeeming as men drunk, filted not wich wine, but 
the Spirit, that they plainly ſa the promifes and 
propheſtes fulfilled in them ; and the world alſo 
might ſee and ſay that God was in them, becauſe 
of the works that were done by them. They pro- 
fefſed and declared, that they had not their Do- 
deine of man, nor by man, but by God they were 
not inſtructed throuꝑh or by means of the fleſhly 
organs or faculties of their bodics, ot any fl:ſhly 
or outward form; but they ſay, the Goſpel of 
God is revealed in us from faith to faith, the ſpiric 
of God doth reveal it to us; we have taſted, and 
ſeen, and felt of the Word of life. The things 
of God knoWs no man, but the Spirit of God: but 
we have the Spirie, &c And now are the poui- 
ings out of the Spirit ap all fleſh heretofore pro- 
pheſied and promiſed, &c. By: all which and o- 
ther expreſſions of Scripture, which are many and 
abundant, it is apparent that the Apoltles had a 
miniſtration of light, life , power and efficacy in 
them, which went forth by them in marvellous o 
perations, Mow they could with great boidneſs 
and clearneſs declare and preach the mylteries ol 
the Goſpel, becauſe they had a clearne!s of ſight 
of them by a proper demonſtration and imme- 
diate manifcſtation ; the — of God dwels 

in 
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in them, taught chem plainly ; and w certainly 
knew that he taught them : they had ſure experi- 
ence as we, by our bodily fight , have experience 
or knowledge that the Sun ſhineth. 

But amongſt all theſe pretendets to the Mini- 
ſtery, and that appropriate to themſelves that 
Function, ſo diſtinR, as being the true and ſingular 
Apoſtle imitatots, or as if they were thereunto 
anointed and ſanctified above the reſt of Chriſti. 
ans their brethren z Where is he that God hath 
made ſo diſtinct by any gifts or endowments, 
which cirher are comparable to thoſe or the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, or do competently enable him 
rodeclare the myſtetie of the Goſpel , which as 
ſpiricual,ſo deep and myſterious ? Or wherein is 
he a Miniſter more then any ordinary Chriſtian? 
Nay, 1 will be bold to ſay, that if they that are 
called the miniſters,had but ſo much true light of 
the Goſpel revealed in them, as many private weak 
children of God, it would cauſe them abſolutely 
to be aſhamed to be termed miniſters ; ſo unlike 
ate they to, and untruly accounted ſuch. Can their 
humane wiſdom, and School learning, and Arts, 
which are fleſh, and of the world, unfold unto 
them the myſtetie of godlineſs(ſo great?) If fo, 
then the Apoſtle ſaid not truly, that God hath hid 
the things of his Spirit from the wiſe and prudent of 


Ahe world, and revealed them to babes. And then 


alſo may the natural man perceive the things of 
Cod, though Paul faith he cannot. And 
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And now, if all your worldly and ficſhly wiſ- 
dom be no more to be accounted of, what then is 
your Miniſtery ? What is your complaint and 
murmuring againſt the Authority of the Nation? 
What are they pulling down ? Apoſtles of Chriſt, 
or Impoſtors of Antichriſt ? Shepherds that feed 
the Sheep,or Wolves that devour them ? Do they 
pull down their Feeders, or elſe their Fleecers ? 
Are they pulling down Leaders, or Seducers ? 
May I not ſay to you in this caſe ; as our bleſſed 
Lord ſaid to Nicodemws in another caſe, Joh. 3. 
10. Are you maſters in Iſrael, and know not theſe 
things? Indeed they are pulling down ſuch a 
Miniſtery as is ſpoken of by the Prophet Micah, 
Chap. 3. 5. Thus ſaith the Lord, concerning the 
Prophets that make my poople err, that bite with 
their teeth, and yet cry peace j and he that putteth 
not into their months, they even prepare war againſt 
him. And in the next verſe you may read their 
judgement at large. 

Well then, will you be offended with the Par- 
lament and Army, tor pulling down ſuch a Ma- 
giſtracy and Miniſtery as this: Let me bee ſecch you 
give over with ſpeed, leſt thou fall with them. 

Again, my friends, I do admire that you com- 
plain of the badneſs of theſe rimes.Surely you do 
but dream: for if you do awake, you ſhall plain. 
ly ſee,that they are the bett times with us in Eng- 
land, that ever we had, to live by faith. What 

E 2 hath 
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Hath the Lord with the beſoni of deſtruction 
ſwept away the head of the enemies of truth, and 
yet ſad times 

What ? Doth he take Princes and Lords,which 
were ſo high, and bring their heads ſo low as the 
Block, and yet ſad times? 

What? Have the Saints in obedience to the 
command of cheir Father, given them to drink of 
the bitter cup, that they have given you ſo long, 
and yer fad times ? 

Whar?Is the Lord making inquiſition for blood, 
and meting the ſame meaſure to his enemics as 
they have meted to his people, and yet ſad times ? 

What ? Is the Lord magnifying the attribute 
of his Juſtice upon his and our implacable ere- 
mies, and yet ſad times? 

What ? Is the Lord pulling down the powers 
of the world, and the kingdoms of men, and 
ſetting up, or at leaſt making way to ſet up the 
kingdom of his own 4ear Son? And yer fad 
times ? 

Hath the Lord proſpered our Armies. and given 


us ſo many victories over them that would have 


devoured us? And yet fad times? 

My brethren, I am afraid you did not mourn 
with peruſalem, becauſe you do not now rejoyce 
with her. Ir is ttue, unto ſome the times are fad; 
but to whom ? 

AnſWw.To the deceivets of our nation; for theſe 
times 
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times do diſcover them : and (plainly )it is a bad 
time for falſe Prophets. and corrupt Judges; for 
God hath threatned their ruin: it is bad times for 
Babylon, and all her brats; for the day of her de- 
ſtruction is dawning, and the hour of her plagues 
is coming : when Kings and Princes, Nobles and 
Merchants ſhall all lie howling, weeping and wai- 
ing. crying. Alas, alas and all the Saints ſhall ſtand 
defore the preſence of their render Father, Sing- 
ing, rejoycing, and praiſing the Lord for hu mage. 
ments upon their enemies. 

Again, You Miniſters of the Prerbyterian 
Congregation , me thinks you have lolt your 
beauty; I do not ſee you in the affections of the 
Heirs of promiſe , the ſons of Sion, as formerly ; 
the cauſe of this muſt be in the people, or in yoar 
ſelves3 and | have ſpent a little time, and made di- 
ligent ſearch for to finde where the cauſe lies, and 
have with an impartial heart weighed the Saints 
in one ballance, and you in another; and I finde 
jeu, not them, too light. I mean, I finde the cauſe 
of your being (lighted to be in your ſelves: where» 
fore, let me intteat you to take a word of advice 
from me: for I aſſure you, I have taken advice 
from you, and (I hope) ſhall again : though you 
look upon me as only worthy to be your ſervant, 
or ſcholat, and not your teacher ; yet I pray you 
minde what ob ſaith, He will not deſpiſe the coun- 
ſel of hu ſervant. And if you will inderd hear 

E 3 with 
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with your ears, treaſure up in your hearts, and 
iſe in your lives theſe enſuing things, you 
— — in favot both wich Bod and man. 

Then there be four things that you mult lay 
aſide, and forſake ; and there be five things that 
you maſt immediately do. 

1. Lay aſide, or leave off charging your hear- 
ers for breach of the Scotch-Covenant , until you 
have repented of your own breach of that Co- 
venant; for how can you preach, Thon ſhalt not 
ſteal, and ſteal your ſelves ? How can you bold- 
ly reprove another for (in, when you your (elves 
are guilty of the ſame? How can you pull out 
the moat that is in your brothers eye, until you 
have pulled out the beam that is in your own 
eye ? I will appeal to yonr very conſciences then, 
whether you be not breakers of the Covenant in 
the higheſt nature? For, ſaith the Covenant, Tos 
muſt bring to condign puniſhment all Delinquent: 
And you have often declared in the faces of your 
Congregations , beſides in your private dil. 
courſes, that the King was a Delinquent in the 
higheſt nature ; and yet almoſt all of you were 
againſt the bringing him to condign puni(h- 
ment. Shall not many of the Army, which never 
rook the Covenant, and yet had their handsin 
bringing Malignants to puniſhment, riſc up in 
judgement againſt you, which took a Covenant 
rp do it, and yet above all men were againſt it 
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If this be nota breach of Covenant, I do not 
know what is a breach. 

Again, you covenanted to endeavour inyour 
places, the Reformation of Religion, according to 
the Scriptures z bur if you examine your Church- 
diſcipline, by thoſe Rales there held forth, and 
you (ſhall ſee you have broken the Covenant in 
this alſo. And more I could ſhew you; but a word 
to the wiſe is — Oh my dear friends do not 
you be like the Tribe of Levi in the days of . 
Chap. 28. ver. 7. They err in viſion, they ſtumble. 
in judgement. | ſay, do not you be like them in 
their lin, leſt the Lord make you like them in 
their puniſhment ; and ſo ſpeak to his people, as 
Iſa. 28. 11. With a ſtammering lip, and another 
tongue will he ſpeak to his people. And you that 
a little before were cryed up of many, as the on- 
ly Miniſters of the Goſpel, now are made like to 
thoſe propheſied of, Mic.3.6,7. Therefore night 
ſoallhe unto you, that ye ſhall not have a viſion, and 
it ſhall be dark unto you, that ye ſhall not divine 
and the Sun ſhall go over the Prophets , and the 
day ſhall be darł over them. Then ſhall the Seers 
be aſhameh, and the Diviners confounded 3 yea, 
they 1 all cover their faces ; for there is no anſwer 

G 


2. Lay aſide, or leave off that cold luke-warm 
lerter preaching, which ſeems to be only in the 
notionreceived from the tradition, having a form 

E 4 but 
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but not a power. Remember bow it was with 
Paul; he compared ſpiritual things With ſpiri- 
tual; and moſt of you · (ot I ſpezk not of all) 
compare letter with lettet nd fo come up with a 
voice of words, ſo cold, that fome of your hearers 
be gin to ſleep, and othets to withdraw from your 
Congregations ; thole that do indeed attend to 
what you ſpeak, are proſited very little by it. 
O come then in the fulneſs of the Goſpel of (rift ; 
and as you have received the gift , ( not ſtudied) 
ſo adminiſter the ſame. See what Paul laith, 
Romans 15.8. / Will not dare to [peak of thoſe 
things Which Chriſt hath not wrought in me, te 
make the Gentiles obedient by Word and deed. A- 
gain, 2 Cor. 10. 15, 16. We will not ( faith the 
Apolile )boaſt of things Without our meaſure; that 
is, of other mens labours: We will preach the 
Goſpel, and not boaſt in another mans line, of things 
made ready to our hands, Let me then appeal 
to your cooſciences, whether this be your 
praftice? . Agaiv, why do you tie your (elves 
to preach onely ſo long, and not ſometimes 
longer, ot ſhotter? Did ever the Prophers oc 
Apoſtles do ſo 2 Why do you tic your felves 
N from one Text, in one Sermon ? 
Did ever the Prophets and Apoſtles tic them- 
lelyes conſtantly, as you de your elves to this? 
Bur think not that I write againſt preaching an 
þour, or peaking from, og particular Text; 
2. = 8 f for 
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for I mn not againſt it: but onely this, your ma- 
king ties where God doth not tie you, and cry up 
forms more then the power of godlineſs. 

3. Leave off the Idolizing of humane learning, 
and uſe it onely ip its place; then you will look 
upon it as convenient, but not of abſolute neceſſi- 
ty: it will enable you with expreſſions, but not 
with ſpiritual interptetations. Never think that 
you know more 0: the minde of Chriſt then o- 
thers, becauſe you know more of the Tongues 
then they. Alas I take all the learmng, arts, parts 
in the whole world, and give them̃ togethet into 
one man, yet this man by all his parts, wit, 
arts, in Logick, Tongues, and Philoſophy, is una» 
ble to give a true ſpiritual ſenſe of one of the eaſi- 
eſt and plaineſt Scriptures. The ſpiritual myſtery is 
ſo high, he cannot reach it; ſo deep, that he cannot 
fathom ir; fo long, that he cannot meaſure it; and 
ſo broad, that he cannot comprehend it. Hence it 
is, that many in our days are great Scholars in 
humanity, and meer ignorants in Divinity. Was 
not Paul a great Scholar, as he teſtiieth of him- 
ſelf. and yet ignorant of Chriſt, knowing nothing 
of the ſpiritual ſenſe of Scriptures ? Oh you Scho- 
lars, have you been ſo long at Oxford and Cam- 
bridge ¶ the two eyes of out Land) and can you 
not fee without SpeRtacles > Have you been at the 
Fountain & muſt che ſtreams teach you ? Do you 
not know that there is a ſpiritual learning,as well 

as 
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as ghamane? If you do know it, why 6» you 
give a falſe interpretation of moſt Scriptures, ta- 
— — in the literal, when they ate to be un- 
detſtood in the ſpiritual ſence? To inſtance in one 
for all, 2 Pet. 3. 16. There are ſome things hard 
to be under ſtood, Which they that are unleur ned, 


' wreſt , as they de alſs other Scriptures , to their 


own deſtruttion. Now the queſtion is, of thoſe 
things in Pauls Epiſtles, which Peter here 
ſpeaks of, as hard to be underſtood, and which 
the ignorant did wreſt : The queſtion is, What 
is meant here by wn/carned ; Doth he mean un- 
learned in humane, or unlearned in ſpiritual 
things ? 

Anſw. Me thinks the Apoſtle in the ſame verſe 
reſolves the ſcruple. 

1. For ſirſt it is faid, Paul wrote thoſe things 
according to the Wiſdom given unto him; which is 
not meant wiſdom of the world, for God doth 
account that but fooliſhneſs ( ſaith the Scripture ) 
and Paul renounced it alſo, and (aid, I came not 
with excellency of words, or of wiſdom, ſhewing 
wnto you the teſtimony of God ; Neither (ſaith he 
ſtood my Word and Preaching in the enticing ſpeech 
of mans wiſdom, but in plain evidence of the 
Spiris, and of power; that your faith ſhould not be 
in wiſdom of men, but in the power of God, And 
we peak, wiſdom , and not the wiſdom of this 
world, &c, but we ſpeak. of the wiſdom of God in 4 


myſterie, 
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du wyſterie, even the hid wiſdom, c. which the 
2- Princes of this world have not known, Oc. But 
N- God hath revealed them unto by bu Spirit, 
ne Which ſearcheth the deep things of Ged, and Which 
rd We have received, that we may know the things 


d, that are given #« of God, & c. Which things alſo 
ir we * not in the words which mans wiſdom 
ſe teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, &c. 


re 1 Cor. 2. throughout; which you ſee doth 
> | abundantly teſtifie, that Paw/ ſpake not according 
at to humane Learning, Read alſo Galat. 1. ver. 
he I 2, 16. 

al 2. Peter here ſaith, that one of thoſe difficult 


ſayings of Paul, which the unleatned underitood 
le | nor, was this, That the long ſuffering of our Lord 
i ſalvation ; which being a ſpiritual thing ( as 
gs all the things of ſalvation ate) cannot be under- 
is ſtood by natural wiſdom ; for the things of God 
ch knows no man, but the Spirit of God: therefore 


') Pauli wiſdom was ſpiritual, and their unlearned- 
ot neſs there ſpoken of, was this; that they had not 
ug that wiſdom, in which he knew ſalvation ; that 

) is, the wiſdom of God: for worldly wiſdom 


ch they mighe have, and be nevertheleſs ignorant of 
he all ſpiricuals. 

be 3. They were unlearned,that is, they had not the 
nA learning by which thy might underſtand thoſe 
51 things in the ſenſe which might tend to their ſal- 
4 vation, or ttue knowledge of God ; and that ſure- 
ey ly 
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ly is onely a ſpiritual ſence : for elſe rowreſt it to 
another (ence could not be to their deſttuction. 


4. Peter here exhorts the Saints to take heed” 


of that error of the wicked, leſt they alſo ſhould 
be led away with it; accounting it ¶ you ſee ) 2 
wicked error: And chen in the next place exhorts 
them to grow in grace, aud in the knowledge of 
Chriſt, as being a thing contrary to that wicked 
errour,and a remedy againſt it. Now if the l 
ledge of Chriſt and growing in grace, be a remedy 
againlt that errour, then it is moſt plain that their 
unlearnedneſs( which is there ſaid to be the cauſe 
of cheir error ) was not of humane Tongues and 
Sciences;(for then Peter would have bidden chem 
ſtudy the ſe, to keep them from error: ) But it was 


of the grace of God, and of the knowledge of | 


Chriſt, they were ignorant and unlearned ; and 
therefore he bids them grow in that grace and 
knowledge, that they might not ett. 

So that chat ſaying of Peter being thus truly 
underſtood, it is moſt plain, that their unleatned- 
neſs which cauſed them co err, was their ignorance 
of Grace, and of Chtiſt, not of Humane Learning. 

To which alſo, let me add theſe Rules viz. 

1. That a mans principle by which he doth con- 
verſe with{ or apprehend jany thing, muſt be of a 
nature ſutable to the nature of that thing which 
he convetſeth with or apprehenderh : as in parri- 
cular, 

You 
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You cannot apprehend or diſcover an object 
of Senſe by the principle of Reaſon For example, 


Lou cannot by your Reaſon ( or any thing elle, 


bur your ſenſe of Hearing ) apprehend or know 
that there is any ſound or noiſe,nor how it ſound- 
eth. Bur the car and Voice are ſutable;nort a Voice 
and another Senſe ; as we cannot ſce a Voice, 
Cc Juſt alike impoſſible it is for Reaſon (meerly 
natural) to know ſpiritual things; as the Scrip- 
ture faith, The natural man knoWs not the things 
of God. Nature hath not a power ſutable to attain 
them. 

Rule 2. Every evil or defect is temediable one- 
ly by its contrary good or ſupply : as Darkneſs is 
remediable by Light, Carnalneſs by Spititualneſa, 


| weakneſs byſtrength. ignorance by knowledge, &c. 


Which rwoRules(if you obſerve them) will help 
to the underſtanding of thoſe words of Peter. 

But if yet you are p riwaded that your Uni- 
verſity-lcarning can dive into the ſpiritual ſence 
of Scripture, 1 will propoſe ro a whole Synod of 
your Function, to reconcile theſe Scriptures hete- 
after cited, that are in the letter ſo conttadictoty 
one to another. For inſtance ; 

One Scripture faith, Thow mnſt love thy 
fatber , mother, wife, children, &c. Another 
Scripture faith, T how muſt hate all theſe, if rthow 
Wilt be my diſciple, Luke 14. 26. One Scripture 
faith of God, Anger i wot in me: Another 
faith 
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faith, He is angry with the Wicked every day; Plal. 
7.11. One faith, Te do aH refiſt the holy Ghoſt, 
AQ.7.51. Another ſaith, They could not reſiſt the 
Spirit by which he ſpake, AR 6.10, One Scriprure 
faith, Neither hath this man ſunned nor his parents, 
John 9. 3. Another ſaith, That be that ſaith be 
hath not finned, is a lyar, and the truth 1s not in 
him, 1 John 1. 8, 10. One faith of ph that he 
was mot Elias, lohn i. 21. Another faith of che 
lame ohn, that he was Elias, Mat. 11. 14. Mat. 
11. 12. 

I might inſtance in at leaſt fourty Scriptures thus 
contradictory in the lettet. 

Now this is the thing that I would ask you; 
Whether through the underſtanding of Tongues, 
or Arts humane, you can give the true genuine 
tence of thoſe Scriptures? Surely you cannot for 


theſe Scriptures were penned by the holy Spirit. 


whoſe myſterious language the ear of man natu- 
ral cannot hear, nor his heare conceive, much leſs 
his tongue exprets or interpret, 

Toconclude; you do ignorantly look upon your 
ſelves as ſo many learned Apoſties now conſider. 
ing that there are many Aguilar and Priſcilla' 
that can te ach you the way of God more plainly 
Read and well conſider that, A. 18. 25,26. 

That place of Peter about the wnlcarned ha 
led me to a long digteſſion. But now to returr 
again to adviſe you. 

4 Lan 
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4. Lay aſide, or leave off your kindling of 
flames in the State, and blowing the bellows o 
contention and vain jangling, and fall co pteach- 
ing the Goſpel of Peace; Let the State · Gover- 
nours alone with the State affairs ; Ard allo, let 
the Lord C hriſt alone with the Diſcipline of his 
Church. Let it not be faid of you, as once it 
was of the High prieſts, that they were the onely 
ene mies to the Kingdom of Chriſt, and yet the 
great pretenders toit. Do not reproach the Lord's 
people as once they did, for believing in, and fol- 
lowing of their Lord Chriſt , ſaying , Have any 
of (us ] the rulers believed on him? No, none 
( ſaid they) but a few ignorant people that knew 
not the Law. Donot accuſe the Lord's people 
in your Pulpits as the Prieſts did Pau Act 24.5. 
laying , he was 4 peſtilent fellow, a mover of 
Þ [edition , 4 ring- leader of the ſet of the Na- 
rens ; leſt the Lord's people ſhould anſwer you 28 
Paul did them, A, 24. 14. After the way which 
you call here ſie, ſo wor ſhip J the God of my fathers, 
Or. 

So having ſpoken of the things that you muſt 
ly aſide, or torſake ; give me leave, as briefly as 
gl may , to lay before you 2 ſew things that you 
ought immediately co practiſe; | ſay. imme diately. 
becauſe it is high time, if you have not ſtaid too 
long. 

1. If you be the Miniſters of Chriſt, obſerve 
your 
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your Commiſſion given you, At . 15. AN. 
28.19. che ſumm of which is this, Gove to all the 
World, and Preach the Goſpel to every creature: 
And Paul elſewhere gives an account of his Com- 
miſſion, and ſaith Chriſt ſent him to preach the 
Golpel, and ſo he went preaching peace by Jeſus 
Chriſt. Seeing God in thele latter days ſpeaks 
unto us by his Son, Heb. 1.2,why do you ſpeak fo 
much by Aſoſes 2 You ſay Moſes mult prepare 
us for Chriſt; ſure that is not in your Commiſſion. 
Me thinks I heat you ſaying with Peter, Maſter, 
Let us build here three Tabernacles, one for Ao 
ſes, one for Elias, and one for thee ; and there 
appeared a bright cloud, upon the appearance of 
which, Moſes and Elias ( which was John Ba 
riſt ) vaniſhed away. And God anſwered Pe- 
ter from heaven, and told him, This is my beloved 
Son, hear him. Why do you then build a Taber 

nacle for CAloſes, and another for Elias , ſceing 
the bright cloud hath cxpelled the dark admini- 
rations of them both ? 

O chen follow the advice of Chriſt, and keep 
cloſe to your Commiſſion ; and into whacſoever 
houſe you entetꝭ let your firſt words be, Peace ts 
thu houſe, Luke 10. 5 

Why do you teach Repentance before Faith, ſee- 
ing true and unſcigued Repentance is a fruit of 
Faith, not a preparation for Faith ? The Nine- 
vites believed God, before they prociaimed a _ 
an 
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and thou muſt fiſt look upon Chriſt, whom thou 
haſt pierced, by Faith before thou canſt mourn,as 
one mourneth for his onely Son. The goodneſs 
of God will lead thee to repentance, Row. 2. 4. 
And the grace of God will teach thee to deny unged- 
lineſs ——— last, Id. 2. 11,12. 

Faith is a notable ground-· work, in a ſence, of 
true Repentance ; without this Faith, it is vain to 
think to build up our ſelves in ſanctity of life, and 
hncerity of converſation ; For, be that cometh to 
God, muſt firſt believe that God u, Heb. 11. 6. And 
without this Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God: 
and whatſoever is not of this Faith, 1 fin, Rom. 
14. 23. My fricnds, is not Faith the firſt ſtone 
in the ſpiritual building, the firſt Rep ina Chri- 
{tian race , the fiſt hak in our golden chain of 
Chriſtianity, che firſt act of our new life, the fuſt 
degree in our holy converſation , the firſt 
round in your Jacobs ladder, whereby you aſcend 
up into the preſence of your Lord ? Should you 
not acquaint your hearers firſt with the docttinal 
part of Divinity, before you preſs the practical 
part ; endeavour to have them truly principled, 
and then preſs obedience, as the fruit of thoſe 
principles I have heard ſome of you lay, that 
whacſocver obedience doth flow from any man,if 
it low not from good principles, that obedience 
is in a ſence diſobedience. See what Chriſt com- 
mands, Mat. 12. 33. Mate the tree good, ang 

1 * 
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hu fruit will be good and good reaſon ; for, 
Mat.7.18. A corrupt tree cannot bring forth good 
fruit. Now here is the reaſon why you fee fo 
little fruit of all your labours; you preach fo 
much, yet do fo little good: you do not do Gods 
work in his own way ; you preach and contend 
for Order, and ſcarce any in the Kingdom are 
more out of order then your ſelves. In a word, 
you require good fruit from a corrupt tree , and 
Chriſt tels vou it cannot be. When David taught 
his fon Solomon, 1 { bron. 28. 9. he inftrofts him 
firſt in the doctrinal part, before the praftical 
part ; he muſt firſt know the God of bu Fathers, 
before he is preſt to ſerve him. This was Pauli 
advice Tit. 3.8. Again our bleſſed Lord Chriſt, 
John 15 exhorts the people firlt to abide in him; 
and being in bim by faith, then bids them bring 
forth fruit, ſaying, As the branch cannot bear 
fruit, except it abide in the Vine; no more cas ye, 
except you abide in me. 50 Paul dealt with the 
C, olo ſſi ant, Col 19,10. He pravs and deſires, lt, 
that they might be filled with the knowledge of 
Gods will; and then ver. ©. ( as the frunt ot that 
knowledge) that they might Walk, worthy of the 
Lord, being fruitful in every good work, 

2. The next thing that you ſhould praftiſe after 
you have exalted Chriſt alone to be the onely 
King, Prieſt, and Prophet, not in word only, but 
in power ; in expecting the teachings of * — 
Udet 
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father to your ſouls, by and through him, have re- 
courſe to his rules in the Goſpel for your pra- 
ctiſe; and then you will not look fo much upon 
Synods, and not be aſhamed to conſe is him be- 
fore men : If you have been in the Pulpit, deliver» 
ing his Meſſage, why are you ſo afraid to have 
your doQrine queſtioned ? why will you not give 
your hearers that liberty that Chriſt hath given 
them. to judge of what you have laid ? Are you 
aſhamed to own Chriſt, when his DoQtrine is ex. 
amined ? or clic, do you fd your felv. s unable 
by ſound Doctrine to convince the painſayers ? 
But you will lay, if any be not ſatisfied , let him 
come to us in private. Let me ask you, where have 
you a rule for that Do you not deliver your 
things publik ly ? and do not the Sctiptures tell 
you, That a publike evil muſt have a publike te- 
proof ? But you will ſay, we have done no evil, we 
have preached Chriſt according to our commiſ- 
ron, Then ( my friends) never fear to have it 
queſtioned : but (1 beſcech you )1if any can object 
againſt what you have taught, ſo he do it in the ſpi- 
rit of mecknefs, rather to find out Truth, then to 
carp at Truth; And ſecing Chriſt bath given him 
that liberty, 1 Cor. 14. do not you deprive him of 
it, If you would but make trial of chis , 1 willat- 
ſure you, you might gain many priviledges by it: 
In particular, l will thew you wo ot three, 
1. You will take away all juſt occaſions for 
F 3 any 
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any to cavil at your doctrine, or ſpeak evil of you 
in private. 

2. You will encreaſe your own knowledge;for 
there are ſome Aquila's and Priſcilla's do hear 
you:and you alſo may be more inabled to inſttuct. 

3. It will make the luſtre of the truths which you 
aſſert, the more beautiful, if you vindicate them. 

4. It will make all your ſayings ſeem the more 
worthy ſetious and ſober conſideration, 

O chat I could ſee the Miniſters of England as 
willing to be taught, as they ate to be teachers; 
as ſwift to hear, as co ſpeak: Truly, this were a 
way to unite the greateſt chings we want in our 
Kingdom. 

5. When you have exalted Chriſt alone, and 
diligently obſerved his Commiſſion ; next ] be- 
ſeech you, be render of his Lambs, and feed them; 
and ſo much the rather,becauſe they ate yet ſtand- 
ing in the ſtreets of Sodom, and the dogs of Eg ypt 
do bark at them : Oh ſend forth no more dogs to 
ſnap and bark at the poor tender ones; for t 
have a tender Father, the Almighty Lord God, 
that doth rake all the injuries done to them, as 
done to himſelf ; and takes notice of all the hard 
ſayings againſt them, as you may read at large in 
the Epiſtle of Zade, — 15. 

Bur you will (as I have heard you ) fay, We 
ſpeak not againſt choſe that are cruly godly ; but 
we cry out againſt blaſphemers. 1 

0 
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So was our bleſſed Lord Chriſt perſecuted and 

reproached under the name of a blaſphemer, Lake 

10. 33. 

And ſo was Stephen ( man full of the holy 

Ghoſt, and of Faith ) accuſed for a blaſphemer, 

Atl: 6, 13. 

And they were great learned men that did this: 
and this was written for ſome to learn. Again, 
Chriſt was called a deceiver, Mat. 27. 63. and a 
Wine-bibber, Xat.11.19. 

I: would be worthy our labour to examine from 
the beginning of the Bible to the end, how in all 
ages, and under all adminiſtrations, the Prieſts, 
and Levites,and pretended Miniſters, which would 
be known by the names of Prophets, Scers, Watch- 
men, or Leaders; and in this preſent peneration 
above all others have had their hands in ( almoſt ) 
all the Wars, Diviſions, Combultions, Uproars, 
TIumults, and Troubles in the kingdom. For mat- 
ter of Blaſphemy, Heteſie, Superſtition, Idolatry, 
&c.were not this Tribe the ring- leaders, as alſo in 
perſecuting the Lords peagle?nay,the greateſt op- 

tion that our Lord Chriſt himſc if met withal, 
rom that Tribe; & have not they the chiefeſt 

hand in our preſent Troubles ? I leave the whole 
kingdom to judge. Wherefore, my friends, confi. 
der upon what ground you ſtand, and upon hat 
ſoundation you are built: and let it be your ſtudy 
to put out, not to — Fames in the kingdom; 
3 to 
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to heal the wounds with which we languiſh, not 
to make more. Remember theſe words of Chriſt, 
Bleſſed are the peace makers, Mat. 5.9.1-know this 
is the practiſe of ſome of you; bur-cruly the num. 
ber of fuch is but few ; yer 1 do'believe there are, 
and ſo in all former ages there were a few cattet- 
ed up and down chat were true Prophers , wait- 
ing upon God for an heavenly meſſage ; and that 
they do receive and declare unto this Kingdom, 
4. Scrk not your maintenance in an unjuſt way; 
but caſt your ictves upon the providence of God, 
as for the ſalvation of your ſouls, fo alſo for the 
maintenance of your bodies. Can you truſt God 
with a ſoul, more worth then ten thoutandworlds, 
and cin you not truſt him with a little carth,your 
bodies You teach us to pray for daily bread ; 
and you do well; but muſt you your ſelves take 
carnalcare for yearly bread ? If not, what means 
this bleat ing of ſheep, and lowing of oxen ? your 
pleading for Tiches in your PulpitsO my friends! 
be ye ſure to do God's work and I will pawn my 
life for him, he will pay you your wages; feed his 
lambs, and your God will give you your meat in 
due ſeaſon. O let the ſame mind be in you as was 
in your brother Paul, 1 Cor. 9. 15- where he 
renders three reaſons why he would not preach 
for Money nor Tythes. 
- 1. Becauſe he would not make his glorying 
void, 1 Cor.9.15. 
2. Be- 
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2, Becauſe he would not make the Goſpel of 
Chriſt chargeable unco them, verſe 18. 

3. He would hot compel any to pay Money or 
Tythes for Preaching, leſt he ſhould hinder the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. 

How many ſuch Put have we in our days? 
Is there indeed ohe of a thouſand ? Yes (my 
ſriends ) there ate, through God's goodnels { to 
my knowledge ) a few. 

I ſpeak n6t this againſt a jult maintenance for a 
true Miniſtery j for then 1 ſhould ſin againſt God 
and my own conſcience;for I know Gud faith, he 
bath ordained that they that preach the G opel. howld 
live of the Goſpel;and my own conſcience cells me, 
that if they have ſown unto me ſpiritual things, I 
ſhould not keep back from them carnal things. All 
that I here ſpeak againſt, is this, Your looking for 
your maintenance in an unjuſt way. 

5. Give no effence unto any man, neithet to Jew 
nor to Genrile,nor to the Church of Chriſt ; but 
keep 4 conſcience void of offence, both toward: God, 
and to\vards men. Be patient towards all , ſpeak 
evil of no man; ſeek the glory of God before your 
own honour, and the good of his people as your 
own good; and as ye would that others he do 
unto, and ſpeak of yow, /ods you wnto,and ſpeak, 
of them. In all your actions, propound C hrilt for 
your pattern ; and leara of him,for he was meek 
and lowly, 

F 4 Now 
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Now to you called Independents. 


May ſay to you, as once Paul did to the Co- 

rinthians, 1 Cor. 1. 4. I thank my God - 
on your behalf.for the grace of God that is giv 
by e Chriſt. Yea, | may fay to you, as Chriſt 
ſaid to the Church at Epheſiw, Revel.2,2, / know 
thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience,and how 
t hos canſt not bear them that are evil, and thou haſt 
tried them which ſay they are Apoſtles, and are 
wot ; and haſt found them lyars. And thou haſt 
born, and haſt had patience under all thy re- 
proaches : for thou haſt had many oppoſers , re- 
proachers , ſlunderers, backbiters, and evil ſurmi- 
ſongs againſt thee. It thou holdeſt to the end, and 
art willing to be 2 follower of Chriſt, as well in 
his Humiliation, as in his Exaltation ; thou haſt z 
{cllowſhip with him in the one, as well as in the 
other. 

Again, This I finde in thee (O thou Ideen- 
dent Thou deſireſt to walk by Rule. When thou 
wouldſt know the minde of God, thou lookeſt 
into the teſtimonies of his revealed Will, the Old 
and New Teſtament : Thou groundeſt hat thou 

holdeſt upon chat Word; thou accounteſt the 
Principles & practices evil. that ate not warrant- 
ed by that Word. And if men come unto thee,and 


ſpeak 
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peak with the rongues of men and Angels, thou 
wilt (with the noble Bereans ) ſearch the Scrip- 
cures, to ſee wherher the things they fpeak of be 
ſo, or no : and if they ſpeak not according to that 
Rule, thou wile preſently conclude, it is, becauſe 
there 1s no light in them ; Nay , thou knoweſt, 
T hat if a man come, and Preach any other Goſpel 
then that Which then haſt received, Gal. 1.8, 9. 
be is tobe accurſed. And this thou haſt alſo, (to 
thy commendation ) the more others do (light, 
deſpiſe, and lay aſide the Scripture, & athing 
out of date; the more thou doſt embrace it, read 
ir, confer and meditate on it, and account it 

erer then the honey, or the honey-comb , and 
een it (with Job ) more then thy natural food, 
Thou knoweſt right well, they were written for thy 
learning. Again, | may ſay of thee, as once it was 
laid of the Church of Yer gam. Rev. 2, 12, 13. 
I know thy Works, and Where then dwelleſt, even 
where Satans ſeat is : yet then boldeft faſt ( briſts 
ume, and haſt not denyed bis Faith. Again, this 
thou haſt, that thou withdraweſt from every Bro- 


reprove one another;and many of you do it in the 
ſpirit of mecknefs, 2s you would that they ſhould 
do 
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do unto you in the ſame caſe, even ſo do youto 
them. 

Again, this you have; You take a ſpecial care of 
the poor among you: and you lothe the unjuſt pra- 
ices of ſome othet Congregations of the Preſ- 
byterians, that — a juſt maintenance for the 
Poor in an unjult way ; They cut large thongs, but 


it is of other mens hides;they do not with Chriſt, } 


chuſe Deacons ; but with Antichriſt, ColleRtors ; 
Some of which may pay the Poor, and are ſute 
never to receive their money again, though they 
borrowed it for that purpoſe. But God be thank · 
ed O Independent ) thou haſt not ſo learned 
Chriſt ; thou knoweſt well that the Lord loveth a 
chearful giver, and accepts none but a Free-wil- 
offering ; you give to all,but have a ſpecial regard 

to the howſhold of faith, according to rule, Gal.6. 
Again, this thou haſt 3 Thou forſakeſt not the 
aſſembly of Saints, as the manner of ſome is; you 
hear the Word in publike, and build up one no- 
ther in private. You donot ( as ſome do )cry up 
the Publike, and contemn the Private ; nor cry 
up the Private in contempt of the Publike. Thou 
lookeſt into the Goſpel, and findeſt boch of them 
commanded and commended , and therefore 
makeſt uſe of both. Thou knoweſt, that as God 
is no reſpeRer of Perſons, fo is he no teſpectet 
of Places, Thou findeſt him teaching thee in pub- 
bke, and allo in private; abroad, and at home; 
T hou 


— 


A Word to the Independents, 85 


pu findeſt him in the Fire to ſave thee, and in 
the Water to help thee, and inthe Priſon to free 
thee ; Thou knowelt thy God is in all plates, and 
yer comprehended in no place. 

Now, having thus taken notice of the things 
commendable in thee. according to that Rule, 
1 (or 1.4,5,6,7.8,9 and as ( hriſt dealt with the 
Church of Epbeſws, Rev.2. 2,3. 

Give me leave alſo to deal plainly with thee,as 
Paul did 1 Cor.1.11,12. and as Chriſt with Ephe- 
ſu; and then I ſhall not ſpare to tell thy Congre- 
gations and Members, that there are faults among 
you ; therefore | have lomewhat againſt you. 

1. If you be not guilty of that (in that Paul re- 


"| proves the Corinthians for, 1 Cor.1.11, 12. lam 


ſure you are guilty of that fin that is reproved, 
lam. 2. 2, 3,4. Ton have the Faith of our Lord 
Jeſus ( briſt, the Lord of glory, with reſpett of 
perſons z for if there come into pour Aſſemblies 
( as James faith) a man with a gold ring, and in 
goodly apparel; and there come in alſo a poor 
man in vile rayment, you are apt to ſay to him 
in gay clothing, Sit thou here ( ina good place ) 
And though you do not in plain terms or words 
lay to the poor, Stand thow there, or fit at m 

foot- ſtool; yer you let him ſtand at a diſtance, or fit 
at your feet. And James tels you, 7. 2.4. Te are 
partial, And many times thoſe poor ones whom 
ye ſlight, God hath choſen ; and the rich ones 
whom 
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whom ye honour, God hath rejected : verſe 5. 
Hath not God choſen the poor of this world rich in 
Faith ? &c. 

2, You are ſtrange to thoſe that are called 
Presbyterians, which many of them being truly 
godly, you ſhould viſit ; and if there be any way 
of wickedneſs in them, reprove them; if they be 
low in their principles, endeavour to raiſe them, 
and where they ate imperſect in the way of God, 
teach them more perfectly: Love not one man, 
becauſe he is an Inde t; hate none for be- 
ing 2 Prerbyterian; for this were to know men 
after the fleſh, 2 Cor.5.16. 

3- There is utterly a fault among you, in that 
many of you do faſhion your ſelves according to 
this world; if there be any fooliſh faſhion going, 
ye ate in haſte to take it up with the firſt, quite 
contrary to the command of God. 1 Pet. 1.14. 
And as in your appatel. fo in your long hait; why 
do you Chriſtians wear it like Ruffians ? It is true, 
I know, that as Religion ſtands not in meat or 
driok ; ſo neither ſtands it in cloaths, nor hair, 
long or ſhort - But your abuſe of this doth diſho- 
nour Religion, grieve the Saints, and harden the 
World; eſpecially of the firſt of cheſe, to wit, 
Cloaths Therefore | beſeech you hear a few 
words further. 

Is your Kingdom or glory of this world. or in 
things outward, or {i:(hly, or even in vanity ? le 

it 
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it your work appointed, and your delight (ye 
Saints ) to pleale the irrational fanggs of your 
feſhly minds ? Can you who are ſo Mina and 
diſtant in your principles from the carnal and un- 
godly, ſo ſuit and conform to them in thoſe 
things, whoſe very fountain, or cauſe, is none other 
but ignorance of God, which alſo are rationally 
cenſured even of thoſe that are without ? Have 
you no bettet enjoyments ? no bettet kingdom 
then this ? Is not your glory within? Is not the 
moſt Excellent your ſatis faction his preſence in 
your hearts, your great refreſhment ? Union and 
converſation with him, your heaven and bleſſed- 
neſs ? Do you walk as Chriſt did, whoſe meat and 
drink was to do the will of bus Father ? Are you 
like him ? 

And ſeeing your faſhions are coſtly, let me ask 
you, Do you believe that God hath given you ſo 
much of his creatures for any ſuch purpoſe ? Can 
you ſay to the Lord, We bleſs thee in aur ſouls that 
thow haſt given ws theſe creatures, and diſpoſed our 
bearts by thy Spirit to wſe them thus Did ever 
Godcall tuch things, Sacrifice: well. pleaſing to bim? 
Or have you the creatures in ſuch ſuperabundance? 
or are bettet opportunities ſo ſcarce,that you (an- 
not bettet uſe them do you think ſo? Then 
hearken hither, 

Here are many of us miſerable wretches, whoſe 
bodies pine for hunger and thirſt, and ſtrave with 
cold 
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Cold : Some of us are exiles and ſtrangers, ſome of 
us in priſon, ſome of us ſick, ſome wounded, lame, 
ſome weak, ſome widows, fatherleſs, and friend. 
leſs. Here we ſtand before you;ye ſee us ye know 
us : and can you yet with-hold relief > Have you 
no bowels of compaſſion ? Hath mercy taken 
wing, and returned to her eternal Fountain that 
ſent her forth? Hath ſhe no tabernacle nor tem. 
ple with men ? Hath (he left all hearts to hard- 
nels? Will (he not vouchſafe us any of her divine 
bounty now, but leave us deſolate captives to ne- 
ceſſities, till they have purſued our ficth to diſſo. 
lution ? Where are the promiſes of our dear Re- 
deemer , to dwel with men to the end of the 
world ? When ſhall the powrings out of the Spiri 
of Grace ( promiſed ) be? Or where are thoſe 
T emples of his habitations ; thit we may go unto 
them? Will no man (ſhewus ? Ahſad ! Odole 
ful caſe ! Miſeries devour us, and Pity is depart- 
ed from us ! 

O dear friends ! Are there all theſe crycs and 
tears, and yer do your vain pleaſures bewitch you 
to be deaf > Awake, awake; for now your Lord 
commands, Go, hear what thule my ( and your | 
poor members ſay ; ſee why they weep. Lord 
they cry for Want. 

Chr. What, want > and thou ſtand by with 
fuch rich ſtores of mine? O molt unfaithful | 
molt unkinde l Doſt thou love me ? and do bur» 
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ger in my members, and wilt not feed me with 
my own, but imbezle thoſe my ſtores to ſuch baſe 
Harlors as thy fleſhly fancies * Ah. unfaithful 
wretch ! Get hence; thou ſhalt not ſtay with me, 
nor ſee my face theſe many days. I deſite you to 
conſider whether Chriſt dath nor ſpeak thus to 
your ſpirits. But I have digreſſed,and now return. 
4. This is alſo a fault among you, that you do 
not pity the poor blind world, and endeavour to 
bring them into the knowledge of the Truth, by 
laying before them the free love of God through 
Jeſus Chriſt. All your ſtudies are bow to build 
up Saints : therefore to them you do altogether 
ſpeak. Nay, 1 have heard Sermon after Sermon 
in publike, beſides your practice in private; and 
you ſpeak only to Saints edligbtned. though moſt 
of the people to whom you ſpeak, are in the old 
man, and have necd of ſuch a. Sermon as Chriſt 
preached ro Nicodemws, And ſo you ate blame- 
worthy as the Presbyterians arc ; yea, more then 
they : for many ot them do teach the Practical 
part of Divinity before;the Doctrinal, and you tel 
of great enjoyments befoft your hearers ate truly 
principled. He that doth truly preach the Goſpel, 
muſt preach to ſinners, to convince them, as well 
as to Saints, to confirm them. If you will indeed 
be followers of Chriſt, you muſt not content your 


i} ſelves to preach a piece of the Goſpel: for Chriſt, 


when he came among ſinnets, he was * 
an 
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and petſwading them, and calling them to come 
to him, chat they might have life : He oſten en. 
couraged chem to come to him 35 telling them, he 
came not to call the right eons, but ſinners to repen- 
raxce. He bids come unto him, 4 you that are 
Weary and heavie laden, and he will give you reſt : 
And faith, They that come to me, I will in no Wiſe 
caſt off. And when he gave his Commiſſion to 
his Diſciples, he cold them, They muſt preach 
the Goſpel to every creature. Oh then pity the 
World, pray for the world; rebuke, inſtruct, ex- 
hort, petſwade, and beſeech them to be reconci. 
led ro God: your Father lets che Sun (hine, and 
the ratn fall upon them ; and bids you learn of 
him to love chem. 

Do they revile thee? then with Pau“, bleſs 
them, 1 Cor 4.12. Do they perſecute thee ? Then 
with him, /«fer it, 1 Cor. 4. 12. Do they take 
away thy cloakr give them thy coat. Do they (mite 
thee on che one check ? ofter the other. 

Do they curſe thee as Shimes did David? Then 
as David, let them alone: it may be the Lord 
hatch bid them do it. Þo vou is given, in the be- 
half of Chriſt, aot only co hee ve, but alſo to [uf- 

or his fake : And bow knoweſt thou, but that 

he will reward thee good for all their evil ? If chou 

wer'lt of the world, the world would ive thee ; 

but becauſe he hath choſen thee out of the world, 
therefore che World doth hate thee. 
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A Word ta thoſe that go under the Name and 
Title of Anabaptiſts. 


M Brethren, thete ate theſe things worthy 
of commendation among you. 

You meet often togethet and when you come 
together as good Stewards of the manifold yu 
of God, as every one hath receiyed the gfe o he 
doth admivilter the ſame, : You exceed in ſome 
ſort all other Churches, hamely, in this; That you 
do adminiſter a right Ordinance to right Ob- 
jets : You will ds Gods work in Gods way. 1 
mean, you baptize thoſe to whom bapriſm be- 
longs; you do that which is.required., And in 
ſome meaſure you do according tv the command 
of Chrift, 1 Theſ. 5. 14. Tow warn them that are 
unruly ; you do comfort the feeble minded, ſupport 
the weak; and in ſome meaſure, ye endeavorr to 
have patience towards all men, And, when men 
begin to deny and ſlight Gods Ordinances, you 
withdraw your ſelves from ſuch. And this alſo 
is found in you, for which I commend you : You 
look upon the en , as Written for your 
learning, and therefore you often read, and mgy 
ditate of it you cangot beat with thoſe that 
light ic, and ſpeak reproachfully of ic z you have 
experience, that God doth reach you by his word 
mediately, more then by — tevelations. 

But 
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But my Brethren, there art faules among you; 
therefore I have a few things againſt you; where- 
fore bear with me, if I deal plainly with you. Firſt, 
the Scripture bids you ſpeck evil of no man; why 
then do you imagine in your hearts, and ſpeak 
evil of the Independent, becauſe he will not be re- 
baptized > Why do youyſo judge the Presbyre- 
rian for baptizing children to whom it doth not 
belong + They do not ſee by, your eyes, thetefote 
they cannot walk by your rules, : Are they dark- 
neſs in this ? ſo once waſt thou.» Doſt thou out- 
ſtrip them in this? it may be (nay I am ſure)chey 
do go beyond thee in other particulars of obedi- 
ence. Do chey negleR the Ordinance of Baptiſm ? 
that is their evil: but thou doſt reſt upon it, and 
this is chy evil: do they fin in lighting Baptiſm ? 
thou ſianeſt in Idolizing of it. Oh then be ſparing 
to cenſure and judge thy Brother. 

Here is another branch of your miſcarriage ; 
you ſuffer no man (though never ſo well ꝑifted) 
to ſpeak among you; no, though he be able to 
teach you all, unleſs he be joyned to you by the 
Ordinance of Baptiſm with water: and chough he 
be baprized with the Baptiſm of the Spitit, with - 
out which that of water is nothing, you hear him 
not. 

Again, You often take Scripture in the literal, 
when you ſhould take it in the ſpititual ſence. 
When Chriſt ſpeaks of the Baptiſm of the Spirit, 
you 


A Word ta the Anabaptiſts. 93 


you underſtand it to be of Water. In a word: 

You live much under the adminiſtration of 
Jobn, who tels you, That he muſt decreaſe; but not 
ſo much under the adminiſtration of Chriſt, who 
ſhall increaſe. 

Again, you m»ke Baptiſm the ground of your 
communion , and ſo diſorder what God hath or- 
dered ; for the ground of Communion ſhould 
ariſe, firſt from that union you have with Chriſt 
your head; and ſecondly, from that near relation 
you have each to other, as being one in the ſame 
Spirit. In a word, your knowledge that you have 
one of another, is after the fleſh, When will you 
be of Pauli mind, 2 Cor. 5 16. to knew no man 
after the fleſp ? 1 may truly ſay of you, as once it 
was ſaid of eApollos, Acts 18. 25. That he was in» 
ſtructed in the Way of the Lord; knoWing only 
Johns Baptiſm of water; and ſurely you have 
great need, as he had, to have Aquila and ri 
cilla to take you aſide, and teach you the Way of God 
more perfettly, cc. 


A Word to thoſe that hold Free wil, and 
General Redemption. 


Y Friends, ſome things | have obſerved 
from you, by my being among you; which 
I defixe to learn of you, and for which I commend 
you I have ſeen you bearing one anothers bur- 
thens, relieving one anothers nece ſſities, accotding 
G 2 to 
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to your abilities, ofren viſiting one another, with 
many outward expreſſions of the inward love 
which you bear to one another; theſe things 
ought ro be done ; and there are other things 
which you ought not to leave undone ; as alſo, to 
love thoſe that are not under your Form. 

Theſe Principles allo do you hold: 

1. That Jeſus Chriſt gave himſelf a ranſome for 
all; and you prove it by Scriptures, 1 Tim. 2. 6. 
1 John 29.1 Jobs 2.2, 2 (v. 1. 15. 

2. That remiſſion of fins ought to be preach- 
ed to every creature: which proves the firſt, That 
Chriſt gave himſelf a ranſom for all; and chere- 
fore remiſſion of fins muſt be preached to all: 
and that yo prove by theſe and the like Scri- 
ptures, Luke 24. 47. Mark 16. 15. Lakg 10. 5, 
Iſa 45. 22. 

3. Thatevery one is to believe the forgiveneſs 
of his (ins; for if Chriſt dyed for all, then all 
ought ro believe the Goſpel. And that all are 
called upon to believe, you bring theſe and the 
like Scriptures, John 1. 7. John 17. 21. Now, if 
your principles drawn from theic or the like 
Scriptures, be according to the ſpiritual ſence of 
them, you do well. So much for the things wor- 
thy of commendation in you. A, 

Bur, my friends, there are many favles among 


you, for which I have at preſent a few things 


againſt you, 
The 
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The fuſt is, Your abuſe of Scriptures; 1. In take- 
ing them in a literal ſence ; 2. Looking into, and 
ſpeaking of onely thoſe Scriptures that ſeemingly 
in the letter do confirm your principles; whereas, 
if you right ly underſtood them, you would find 
the ſence of one Scripture to ſtand with the ſence 
of another; as to inſtance a little in the fore- 
named things. 
Firſt, you ſay, That Jeſas Chriſt gave himſelf 
a canſome for all; and remeſſion of fins is to be 
preached to all. Now compare thoſe Scriptures 
with Rom. 8. 30. where he ſpeaks of particular, 
not of general Vtedeſtination. So when he ipeaks 
of Election to the Epheſians, he points at a par- 
ticular,not at a general Election. And when Chriſt 
prays, 7oh. 17. he prays not for the world, but 
onely for thoſe whom the Lord had given him 
out of the world. And 7oh. 6.44. There can 
nne come to him, but whom the Father draw- 
«th, Reid and well conſider that one Scriprure, 
which all of you are not able to anſwer , Acts 
13. 48. And 44 muny 4s were ordained 10 
eternal life, believed. I know what falſe gloſs 
you put upon this Text, through your ignorance ; 
You lay the Original faith thus; 4s many 4s be- 
lieved , were ordained to eternal life. And 
with this falſe ſence you deceived me for a few 
days; but when | ſcarched the Original, I found 
you lyers; for that word is truly tranſlated f 
3 an 
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and I have ſpoken with many poor ſouls that you 
have deluded with theſe and the like things. You 
ſay, Election depends upon qualifications ; and 
bring theſe or the like Scriptures, The Lord chu. 
ſeth to himſelf the man that i righteow ; ne- 
ver minding that other text, which ſaith, There « 
none righteous, no not one. So then, if he chuſeth 
none but the righteous, and there ate no tighte. 
ous, no not one; then he chuſeth none. O ye ſimple 
ones, how long will ye love ſemplicity ! and the 
ſcorners delight in ſcorning , and fools hate know: 
ledge ! If this Text doth ſpeak to any ſuch in 
England this day , it ſpeaks to, and concerns you 
chiefly. 

Did you never read with underſtanding that 
text which ſaith, that we ( and all the Nations of 
the world) arein the hands of God, as clay in 
the hands of the potter, who maketh one veſſel 
to honour, another to diſhonowr as he pleaſeth ? 
And if there be any man ſo impudent to fay , 28 
I have beard ſome of you ſay ; that then God is 
partial; ſce how Pax! checks ſuch, in Rom. 9. 
19, 20. O man, who art thou that replieſt againſt 
God? Shall the thing formed ſay to him that form- 
ed it, Why baſt thow made me thus ? 

If chou wilt know a reaſon why the Lord doth 

e lect ſome to life, and to paſs by others, he is plea- 
fed to give theeno other account then this, Exod. 
33. 19. / Will be graciow to whom 1 will be 


gra- 
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gracious;and I will ew mercy to whom I will ſbem 
mercy ; and Whom he will he hardeneth. 

It thou wilt alſo know a reaſon why he will 
caſt ſome into the pit of deſtruction, and give to 
others life everlaſting : 1 anſwer, God hath no 
Rule to act by, but his own Will; ſo that for him 
to do what he willeth, is juſt : and it is juſt for no 
other reaſon,nor upon any other ground, but this, 
viz, becauſe it is his will to do it; and this is the 
jultneſs of mans actions, to do what God hath 
commanded or declared that he will have man to 
do. Now, I ſay, this is the reaſon why he will 
caſt ſome to deſttuction, viz. to magnihie his Ju- 
ſtice, or perform his Will determined upon ſuch 
as do tranſgreſs the Law given them 14 > this 
cauſe is ſuch deſtruction juſt, becauſe it is that 
which the eternal Will or Decree hath appointed 
to follow upon tranſgreſſion. And after the very 
ſame ſort doth he exalt the attribute of his Mer- 
cy in the ſalvation of others. Read Rom. 9. and 
thou wile find molt of that Chapter ſpent in diſ- 
puting this very thing. 

Another groſs error that you hold contrary to 
the Scripture,is this; That the ſoul is mortal as well 
as the body, 

Again, you hold and teach, That if God com- 
3 the Goſpel to be preached to all, and 
Chriſt died onely for ſome, then God commands 
a lye to be preached to the molt part of men; 

G 4 And 


g8 AY Pod to thoſe that hold Free-will, 
Ard that is Blaſphemy, to ſay that God com. 
mands a lye to be preached. 

Again, You ground your own particular faith 
upon that General Redemption : and if your 

ground be falſe, your faith mult needs be fo : for 
no good fruit proceeds from a corrupe tree: And 
whereio doth ſuch faith exceed that of Devil, 
that believe and ttemble ? 

Vou ſay, There is a power in every man to do 
whatſoever is commanded;a power to chuſe, and 
a power to refuſe, You cite that of Zona, ati 
the like Scriptures : Rebold, I have ſet before you 
this day life and death, chuſe you Whether, rc. 
Ergo ( lay * the people have power to chuſe 

to tefuſe. 

You lay alſo, that upon your doing, or not do- 
ing, depends your eternal bleſſing, or everlaſting 
curſing ; and yet ( unſeſs it be aka few things 
which I have foreſpoken in your commendation) 
you are the moſt ynfruigful people that ever 1 
came amongſt, except our new Vpſtart Wan 
tons, or New Notioniſbs, (to whom I ſhall ſpeak 
next.) You ſpend the molt of your time in ſpeak- 
ing evil of almoſt all other Chriſtians that walk 
not by your rules, and hold not to your errors : 
you backbite and reproach them with that bit- 
rerne's of ſpiric, as is more ſutable to the princi- 
ples of Heathenschen of Chriſtians, I will forbear 
to ſpeak the one balf of what I baye been an 


eye· 
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eye-witneſs unto in this kinde, in that lictle time 
when I was among you. Von ſpend your time to 
ſpic a mote in your brothers eye ; but when will 
you pull the beam our of your own eyes? . 

* you bold that à man may fall from 
Chriſt, or grace : you have often affirmed, that a 
man may be a childe of God to day, and 2 limb 
of Satan to morrow;that be ſtands by obedience, 
and not by grace. 

When he doth well be is accepted ; 
When he doth ill, he is rejefled. 

And fo, by your errors, our ſalvation ſeemeth 
to depend upon Works;and fo the Free-grace of 
God is nullified, and the obedience of Chriſt made 
of 2 effect; and in effect, you plainly deny 
Chrilt, 

In a word, you hold more fooliſh, ſortiſh, un- 
ſound, unwarrantable, and uncomfortable points 
then any Se; and your converſation is juſt an- 
ſwerable to your principles; ſo joyn both toge- 
ther, and behold cheir ill ſhapen form and fruit. 
1. By them both you diſhonour God. 2. You 
grieve his people. 3. You delude the world. 
4 You cauſe the way of Truth to be evil ſpoken 
Us, 

Remember therefore from Whence ye t fallen, 
and repent ; or elſe the Lord will come unte you 


quickly,and fg ht againſt you. 
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A Word to the new Upſtart Wantons, tha 
deny Gods Ordinances : or New Noti- 
oniſts, full of YVbymſeys. 


Y Friends, I have ſpent a few days, and 
made diligent ſearch to find ſomething i 
you worthy of commendation, that ſoT might 
ſpeak to you, as | have. ro other Charches, tx 
king notice of your Good, and of your Evil. Bar 
( my Friends ) I cannot find any thing among 
you but Blaſphemy and Hercſie, and truſting in 
lying vanities. Therefore, as John laid in another 
caſe, 1 ohn 1, 3. I hall fay to you io this caſe, 
That which I bave ſtin and heard, declare | 
unte you tand what I (hall now charge you with, 
I have been an eye and cat witneſs of, convetſi 
with you, and being among you. Our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt {peaking to the leven Churches of Aſia by 
Jobs, dikcovererh in each of them ſomething wor- 
thy of commendation ; bur when he comes to the 
ſeventh Church, the Laodiceans , there was not 
ſo mach as one grain of goodneſs to be found in 
her : And yet this Church looketh upon her ſelſ 
as the onely excellent Church, tranicending all 
the reſt, Rev. 3. 17. Tamrich, and increaſed in 
goods, ( ſaith ſhe) and have need of nothing : and 
— not that thou «art Wreiched, and poor, miſe- 
rable, blind and naked. 


H. rec 
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Here is thy ſtate to an hairs bredth, Oh thou 
new Notioniſt ; Thou lookeſt upon thy (elf as one 
gone beyond all others in high enjoyments, and 
that canſt live upon God without uſe of Ordi- 
nances, and worſhip God without Forms. 

You ſay theScriptures are not the Word of God. 

Some of you have ſaid, The Scriptures wil teach 
you to lye,and ſteal ; you ſay, God cannot be diſ- 
honoured by any Action you do. 

And ſome of you have faid, The reaſon why 
they will not be drunk, is, becauſe they would not 
walte their money, and cauſe others to 
them,and becauſe it is hurrful to their bodies ; but 
not for any diſhonor to God. 

You ſay, That the Scriptures do not concern 
you ; that it is onely a Declaration of the Admi- 
niſtrations that others have formerly been under, 
and worſhipped God in. You ſay, There ate an 
hundred and fifty lyes in it. 

You deny the Refurreion and the Jud A 
and fay,that there is no fin in the world ; but chat 
all actions are alike. 

You fay, That the higheſt enjoy ment and 
feAtion that a Chriſtian ſhall have, is in this life. 

You make your own wills your rule; and when 
you are carryed forth by them, you ſay yoo are 
carryed forth by the Spirit of God. 

You ſay, there ate neither Angels not Devils, 
but un adminiſtration of life, an adminiſtra- 

ton 
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tion bf death; or one of light, and another « 
darkneſs, 

When you come tagethet, you ſpend your time 
( for the moſt part ) in jeſting (tories, and carnal 
merriment; and if any reprove you for it,you lay 
you are carried forth to it. 

You ſpeak evil of others that wait upon God 
in the uſe ok meam you call them Zegaliſts, Fe. 
maliſts, &. 

Moſt of you deſpiſe to hear any Miniſter preach, 
though never ſo excellent a Teacher. 

Some of you ſay, chat you can make bettet 
Bibles your ſelves, then that which is made altes 
dy ; ſaying, this Bible is but the opinions of men 
You call Prayer, & ill ather Ordinances, bondage. 

YouTay.if one man kill another, it is God that 
doth ic”; yea you can uſe deceit io your particular 
Callings,and ay, Von do no evil. 

You care not for the weak, how you offcnd 
them nor for the tung i you grieve them. 

And you, above all other dccts in the world, 
cauſe the way of truth to be evil ſpoken of ; molt 
of the offences are come by you : Wo be unt. 
you , wthe —_— ſaith, The Preabyterians 
hear af your blaſphemies, errors, and abomina- 
ble things that you hold ; and becauſe ſome of 
— were hereto fate * ſome A 

eptifts , it makes the Prezbyterians cry out ſo 
bitterly agaioſt che La; mod and Anghap 


tifts, 
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, thinking them to be all ſuch as you are ; 
when I muſt needs bear witneſs for them both, 
they do hate your principles and practices, as they 
do the devil, the father of them. In a word, you 
dave turned with the Dog to the vomir, and with 
the Sow to the wallowing in rhe mite. 

Wherefore, if there be any ſparks of grace te- 

"| maining in you; if there be any conſolation in 
Chriſt, any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of 
the Spirit, if any bowels of mercies ; then, oꝶ then 
remember from Whence you are fallen, and repent. 

Learn of the Prodigal don, and come back again 
to your Father; for you have fed a long time 
upon husks , and your companions have been che 
Swine. Tow have back. ſlidden from your God ; re- 
rn to him again; it may be be Will receive om. 
Seck meeknels, ſeek righteouſneſs, it may be you 
may be hid in the day of the Lords anget. Waſh 
you, make you clean, put away the evil of your 
doings ; ceafe to do evil, learn to do well. 

There ate alſo another ſort of people, called 
Millenerians, who hold that Chrift ſhall come, 
and reign 2 thouſand years upon earth perſona· 
ly. Bur feeing the number of thefe is bur few, and 
their erroors (for the molt part) but in circum- 
ſtancials, not in ſobſtantials ; I (hall at preſent 
omit to ſay any thing to them. 


A 
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A Word to another ſort of People that 


are under none of thoſe Forms. 


fb ate alſo a quarter-part, if got more, of 
the people of Eg, that arc not under 
any of the aforeſaid Forms; neither Precbyreri- 
ans, Independents, Anabaptiſts, Free willers, not 
thoſe upitare men of vanity and empty notions 
laſt mentioned; I fay, They walk not, nor keep 
company with any of theſe, but at a diſtance. 
And thele are of two ſorts, 

The firſt is a precious, ſweer, moderate ſort of 
men and women,looking after, and enquiring in- 
to the power and glory of Truth, and Godlineſs, 
more then the Form, They cicarly ſce all thoſe 
to whom I have ſpoken beſote, to be in extreams, 
either towards the right hand, ot towards the left, 
and for the moſt part , knowing Chriſt atter che 
fleſh; Vet this ſort, not under Forms, look on 
thoſe that ate under Forms, tor many of them, to 
be (as indeed they ate) members of the fame bo- 
dy, whereof Chrilt is the Head. Theſe men delice 
to know no man after the fic{h; they love no man 
becauſe he is a Precbjterian, neicher do they hate 
any becauſe he is an /ndepexdent. They deſire to 
have their moder ation known uũto all men , ſccing 
the Lord in at hand. As theſe mens hearts ate ten- 
der to all, io their purſes are open to all. = 

clite 
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deſire ro be good, more then to be thought ſo; 
1nd eſteem the power of godlineſs more then the 
form. 

But ſecondly, There are another company,and 
theſe are the greateſt part. that are under none of 
the 2foreſaid Forms, who look upon all the reſt, 
ind count it ſtrange that they run not with them to 
the ſame exceſs of riot, ſpeaking evil of them all, 
The greateſt piece of theſe mens Religion is, ro 
watch for the halrings of the reſt, Theſe men and 
women ſpend their time ( for the molt part ) in 
gaming, drinking. back biting,railing at aH others 
that will nor do as they do. Theſe will not joyn 
themſelves with the Presbyterians, becauſe they 
will not love them; they will not come among 
the /ndependents, becauſe there they (ſhall meer 
with reprook;they eſte em their ſiberty more then 
their Religion;rherefore they keep company with 
thoſe where they may have therr bberty. 
A few Words by way of Prophecie to th 

downfal of Presbytetie, Indeperdency, Ans 

baptiſm, Antinomians, Free- willers, Vain No- 

tioniſts, and all other Sell, now extant in Eng- 

land. 

A Word im general to all the Saints, who arc under any 

of the aforeſaid Forms. 
CIS you ſervants of the moſt high and migh- 
ty God, heirs of promiſe, and ſons of S 
\ Look 


y 
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Look for great alcerations, and mighty changes; 
ſee what deſolations God will make in the earth, 
and look for nothing but the Lord to be revealed 
from heaven, which will be mighty in his diſpen- 
ſation, and exceeding glorious in revelation, 
* powerfull in operation. He will bring 
to . his determination, that is, he will deſtroy 
in this mountain the face of this covering caſt over 
all people, and the vail that is ſpread over all Nati. 
ons, I. 25.7. 

It you usk what this vail is that ſhall be taken 
awiy ; 

I anſwer : There are many vails, whereof this 
is once, Thy knowing of Chrilt and Chriſtians 
aſter the fleſh, As ſoon as cver the Lord took 
this vail off our dear brother Puli eyes, ſet 
what a change it wrought immediately upon 
him, 2 Cor. 5. 16. Henceforth brow J no mas 
after the fleſh, yea, though I have knovon Chriſt 
aſter the fleſh, yet henceforth know I buns ſo uo more. 
Our looking upon men, and loving them becauſe 
they ate under this, or that Form, is a knowing 
them after the fleſh, Prerbyterians look upon 
others of the ſame Judgement, worſhipping God 
in the ſame Form, and therefore love them. Put 
let theſe ſpeak never ſo little againſt their Form, 
and preſently they caſt them out of their affect. 
ons: And alſo the /ndependents , they know met 
alter the fleſh, much afrer the ſame manner. — 
ike- 


wiſe the Anabeptiſts and Free. wilere, they ate 
vailed with the tame vail. And therefore what 1 
fay to one Sect. | lay to you all. You ſhall peedi- 
ly receive a total Rout : You have gathered your 
felves togethet, but you ſhall be ſcatteted, yea, 
you ſhall be broken in pieces. Lo, here is Chriſt 
(the Prerbyterian ſaith) in the publike Ordinan- 
ces, the tef ie highly eſteem the puhlike Preach- 
ing and frequent the publ. ke Aſſemblies. Then 
comes in the [xdependent, and taking a ſtrict view 
of the Prozhyterial way , fees many diſorder 3. 
mongit chem, and ſo ſeparates himſelf from them. 
ind joyns himſelf to thoſe of his own judgement; 
and ſo meet in privace, ſaying, in effect. Lo, here 
is Chriſt, Lo, here is © briſt. Then ſtands up the 
eAnabaptiſt in oppaſition to both, and ich, 
Chriſt is not with you in publike, nor with the 
Independent in private ; but Chrilt is with us in 
the Bapti/an of Jah; Lo. lo, hete is Chriſt, Then 
comes in he that holds General Redemption and 
Free will, and faith, Chriſt 14 3mong none of you 
all; for you do ec lipſe his 4 and limit 
his unlimited mercy : for he dyes far all, but you 
ſay it was but for ſome. 2. The Goſpel is to be 
preached to all ; but you lay, though he preach» 
ed it to all, yet he intended it nc ly to ſome. 
3. Whereas we hold, that all (hould helic ve the te. 
miſſion of their ſins you lay, none can believe hut 
a few that ate elected: but we hold, hat as in the 
H tirft 
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firſt Adam all dved, fo in the fecond Adam all are 
made alive. So that, it any periſh, let them thank 
himſelf ; for upon his obedience or diſobedience 
depends his weal or wo : and fo God doth nei. 
ther elect one. nor teptobate another, before he 
hath done good or evil. Lo, here is Chriſt, here 
is Chrilt, ſay the Free willers, 

And ſo all orber Secs, Lo, here is Chriſt, ſaith 
one; lo, there is Chrilt faith another, Wherefore, 
if they ſhall ſay unto vou, Behold be is in the de 
ſart, go not forth; behold, he u in the ſecret cham- 
bers, believe it not. 

Y ou have all built your outward houſe of ex. 
ternal diſcipline upon the ſand, and it mult fall, 
becauſe it is not grounded upon the Rock Chriſt : 
you have made your Communion the ground of 
your Union; and that muſt fall, becaule it is not 
the Lords, but mans building, 

_—_ But how do you know that Preibyterit 
muſt down; and Independency, eAnabaptiſm, and 
the reſt of the Setts muſt doen ? 

Aw. laniwer, Chriſt told the Jews, 70b.$. 
56. That Abraham ſaw thu day, and as glad. 
Now if Abraham by faich did fee the day of 
Chriſt coming in the ficſh , many years before he 
came ; Why may not I and others fee the day of 
Chriſt coming in the Spirit, to deſtroy all ficthly 
Forms, ſome tew years before it be finiſhed ? 

But if thou askeſt, How Hall 1 know that thes 


propheſieſt 


The downfal of the aforeſaid Sefts. 1067 
propheſieſt true concerning the downfal of all theſe ? 


| anſwer thee in this caſe, as the Lord himſelf 
anſwered his people in another caſe, Deut. 18. 
21, 22. If thow ſhalt ſay in thine heart, How ſhall 
We know the Word that the Lord hath ſpokgn, from 
the Word that he hath not ſpoken ? The Lord there 
anſwereth, When a Prophet fpeaketh in the name 
of the Lord, if the thing come to paſs. it i from the 
Lord; if it come not to paſi it us not from the Lord, 

Again, I have by faith ſeen all theſe opinions 
faln; and I have heard from many others, that 
they have ſeen them faln alſo. Therefore, That 
Which 1 have heard and ſeen, declare I unte you, 
that ye might have fellowſhip With the Father and 
the Son in the Spirit: for then, and not till then, 
you will give over ſaying, a5 (in effect) you do, 
I am of Paul. 1 am of Apollo, I amof Cob: 
Then you will not ſo much cry up 2 Form, but en- 
deavour the Power of godlinefs. 

Deliver thy ſelf, then, O Sion, that dwelleſt with 
the dawghter of Babylon, Zech. 2. 7. For the Ld 
ſhall ſlay Babylon , and call bu ſervants by a new 
name, Ila. 65 16. 
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A ſhort deſcription of a true Church- ſtate, 
or Communion of Saints, that [bal 
ſtand azainſt all Oppoſers. 


228 writing to the Church of Ceriath, be- 
ſecchech them in the name of Chriſt, that they 
would cndeavoui a perfect joy ning together , in 
one mind, and one judgement : and good reaſon 
he had for ſo doing ; for he well knew, that all 
joyning whuſoover that were imperica, were 
not of God, and fo could not ſtand. In oppoſi. 
uon to all ſuch impettect unitings, or unſound 
commumons, he diſſwades this Church of Chriſt 
from pleading or ſtanding for parties, and from 
laying, / am of Pal, I amof Apollo, Cc. tic doth 
in effect tell chem, They muſt ceate from knowing 
Chriit ard Chriſtians after the fleſh; for chat 
mult vaniſh. He doch perſwade them not to build 
upon the ſand ; for chat will fall, The Spirit of 
C hriſt doth cxhort you to give over ſaying, Ls, 
here M Chriſt ; lo, there 1 Avril : for chat is un- 
ſound, and cannot ſtand. 

That Communion of Saints that ſhall ſtand, 
apainſt which che gates of hell ſhall not prevail, 
let the Winde blow, the rain deſcend, and the 

floods 
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floods come and beat upon it, it will not fall; forit is 
founded wpon a Rock ; That Communion ther is 
this : 

A Communion that doth ariſe and flow from 
Union, I fay it is x Commanion of Sante, arifing 
from a clear apprehenſion of their union with 
Saints, 1 Cor. 13, 13,14. For by one \pirit are 
we all baptized into one body , whether we be Jews 
or Gentiles bond or free : and have been all made 
to drink into one Spirit : for the body is not one 
member, but many, ver. 20. for now arc they nu» 
n members, yet but one body. Now when 2 Saint ©, 
comes to ſee, that every one in whom the Lord 
Jeſus appeareth , though in the leaſt meabore, is a 
member cogether with bim in the fame body, 
whereof Chriſt is the head; then his heare lowgech 
to joyn humſelf in fellow(hip with ſuch who have 
fellowſhip with the Father and the Son in Spirit, 
whether in Ordinances, or othetwiſc. 

He conſiders, that he, and all the faichfol ander 
the whole heavens, have all one Father , all one 
Mother, all one eldet Brother, all ove calling, all 
one hope of cheir cathng , all cloathed with che 
lame Robe , all enchned to the fame Work, all 
uniced by the fame Spirit, all tuled by the ſame 
Word; and fo he honours them all u the body 
of Chriſt, and nouriſhech and cheriſherh them all 
1 his own body. Oh who can brezk the links of 


this golden Chain 1 Who can throw down this 
H 3 ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual building? No, no, the gates of hel can- 
not prevail againſt it. Read, and well conſider 
that in 1 Per. 2. 5. Tealſo, as lively ſtones, art 
built up a ſpiritwal hoſe, an holy prieſthood, to 
offer up ſpiritual ſacrifice, acceptable to Cod by pe- 
ſm ¶ hriſt. cc. Or, 28 it is in the margin, Be ye 
built up a ſpiritual houſe. Go now through all 
the Shores ard Cities of England, and enquire, 
nay, make diligent ſearch among all ſorts of peo- 
ple profeſſing and pretendiog co Chriſt, for ſuch 
a Congregation, that of lively ſtones hath built 
up ſuch a ſpiritual houſe ; and note that Church; 
it ſhall never fall, 

Oh where is ſuch an aſſembly of Saints to be 
found, as is ſpoken of Ephe/. 2.22. that ate built 
together for an holy habitation of God through 
the Spirit ? Shall I appeal now to thy very con- 
ſcience, and ask thee, O thou zealous Prebyreri- 
an, Is your building, which is fo much crycd up is 
England, ſuch a Building ? 

Shall I appeal now to thy conſcience, O thou 
Independent, and ask thee, Artthou built up for 
an habitation of God through the Spiric ? Dolt 
thou indeed offer up a ſpiritual ſacrifice? Me 
thinks there is ſo much Truth in both the Prezby- 
terian und the Independent, 286 to anſwer in the 
Negative. 

Well chen, Hence it is you love one Saint, and 
hate another, becaue you ate not perfect 
joyned 
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joyned together; you yet know Chriſt and Chri- 
ſtians after the fleſh ; you have been joyned toge · 
ther in one Form, but not united togethet in one 
Spirit. But the day is dawning before you, and the 
Day ſtat is riſing in you; at the appearance of 
which, your Communion (hall be in the Spirit, as 
well as in the Form; and your love (hall be to all, 
as well as to ſome, and wh-n you are abſent in 
body, ( as Paw! you will be preſent in ſpirit, 
joy ing and beholding their Spiricual Order. 


Now there are many Reaſons why the Saiars 
ought to be thus joyned together. Take two. 


1. Becauſe they are commanded to ſtand ſaſt in 
one Spirit, Phil. 1. 27. And how can they ſtand 
falt in the Spiric, „they be not joyned in the 
Spirit ? 

2. Becauſe that Worſhip wherewith they muſt 
worſhip God, mult be a ſpiritual Worſhip, Jeb. 
4.33, 24. 1 Pet. 2.5. 

And until Saints are thus joyned togethet, they 
are not fit ly joyned, according to that, Epb.4,16. 

Neither until they be thus united in one pirit. 
can they be ſaid to have any fellowſhip of the 
Spirit, according to that, PH.. 1. 

Again, until they be thus united in one Spirit, 
how can they yield obedience to that command, 
Epheſ. 4. 3, Endeaveuring te keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace? And that they 

H 4 might 
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might keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace, ſee what powerful convincing arguments 
he brings, Ephel.4.4,5 6 There u one body ( ſaith 
he) and one ſpirit, even a« ye ave called in one hope 
you tallin . One Lord one Faith ove Bastien; 
one God and Father of all. who 1s above all, and 
through all, ma in you all. Wark then (1 beicech 
you ) the Lord by Pan doth here he down, 
1. The union thou haſt with him. 2. The uon 
thou haſt with his people ; and from both chf, 
as from the ground, be puts his people upon a 
ſweet communion and fellowſhip, both with 
himſeli ard his pcople. Upon this rock hath 
Chrift built his (horch; and rhe pares of hell 
ſhall not prevail againſt a Church thus ſtated 

But 1 have been in commun with all ſotts of 
Profeſlors now extant in England, and waded 
out of one Form into another ; and = laſt | have 
Ctracly found, that much of their building bath 
been upon ſandy foundations, I ſhall then thee 
up all with one Word of Advice to all. 

© ye ſons of Jin] brhold your union with 
God;confider alſo that ye ate ode, not with ſome 
{oney) but with all the Saints. under whatſoever 
Form they be. Wherefore, love them all, pity 
them an, do good co them all; and as you are 
united in one Spirit , fo let the Word and Spirit 
de ydor Rule. When you have gathered your 
ſelres together attordiog to the ordec of the 

—_ G oſpel, 
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Goſpel,chuſe to your ſelves Paltors and Teachers, 
Elders and Deacons; make uſe of all Gods Or. 
dinances, but reſt upon none; look upon them all 
but as Pipes and Organs through which be con- 
veighs himiclt to the ſoul, &c. 


set. DU me thinks 1 hear ſome fay, what 
** 1 ot ( at leaſt) Opimon is he 
himſelf of, that hach written this Treatiſe ? He 
can be no Prerbyterian ; for he writes againſt 
them: He is no ſadependent; for he rmtproves 
them: No Anabuptiſt ; tor he dillikes them: 
No Free wiler; for he writes directly againſt 
them. What then is he r 


Anſw. 1 anſwer, 1am a Chriſtian. 

You will ſay, So ate all the people of England 
Chriſtians. 

But that I deny; for though there are many 
Chriſtians of mans making, yet there are few, 
yea, very few, of Gods making. 

But you will ſay, What acc they chen, if not 
Chriſt ams? 

I anſwer, There ate many Hcathens and Turks, 
Jews and Infidels, many Canaanites and Amo- 
rites, Perizites, &c. 

But I am a Chriſtian, This name was firſt given 
to the diſciples in Antinch. I believe in one 
Father of all; and in one Lord Jeſus Chrifk, Re- 

deemer 
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deemer of all, and in one ſanctifying Spirit of 
Grace ; I believe that it is the Office of che Father 
to Elect; The Office of the Son to Redeem ; and 
the Office of che Holy Ghoſt to ſauctiſie thoſe, 
and only choſe whom the Father hath Elected, 
and the Son Redeemed : And 1 do believe my 
own intereſt in all theſe ; without which che 
knowledge of it is nothing. The Father loves me 
freely; the Son manifeſts that love to me; and che 
Spirit doth evidence it in m2, The Father loveth 
me, as Redeemed by hig Son ; the Son looks upon 
me, and loves me, as being given by the Father for 
him to Redeem ; and the Holy Ghoſt, ſecing the 
love of the Father in chufing me, and che love of 
the Son in Redeeming me, he alſo (ers his love up- 
on me, and manifelts chis unco me, which is che 
earneſt of my inheritance. I believe that God 

hath his Being in himſc)f,and gives Being to all o- 

ther Creatures; and the cauſe why he made me, 

was for his own glory; and the end why he elect 

ed me in Chriſt, was, that I (hould bring forth 

fruit co him: I know I am not my own, I am 

bought with a price; #berefore I deſire to plorifie 

God With my body and ſoul, which are the Lords. | 

endeavout, as to love God, ſo alſo to love his pco- 

ple; not ſome, but all; and to love my encmies; 

deſiring to become all to all things, that I might in 

my place gain ſome. I do believe that I ought to 

give no juſt offe ace to the Zew,nor to the Gentile, 

not 
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nor to the Church of ¶ briſt; wherefore, as much 


as in me lyeth, I endeavour to keep a conſcience 

void of offence, both towards God, and cowards 

man. I love all, and yet ] deſire to withdraw my 

ſelf from every brother that walketh diſorderly. 
do believe that I am a ſetvant of Chriſt. 

I do beleve I am a friend of Chriſt, 7h. 15. 15. 

I do believe that I am a brother of che Lord 
Chriſt, Heb.2.11. 

do believe that I am in as near Relation to 
Chriſt, as the Wife is to the Husband, Rev. 1.9. 

do believe that I am a Member of his own 
body, 1 Cor.12.13. 

I do believe that the Lord takes all the evil 
done to me, as done to himſelf, Zach. 2. 8. 
Mat. 25.45. 

I do believe that I am a Joynt- heit with Chriſt, 
Rom. 8.17. 

do believe that I am joyned to the Lord, and 
ſo one Spirit with him, 1 Cor. 6. 17. 

I do believe that I have everlaſting life already, 
according to that, 70h.3.36. 

1. In the promiſe , Fear not little flock, it us 
your Fathers pleaſure to give you a K ing 

2. In the firſt fruits, for what is Heaves here- 
aſter, but a more full enjoyment of what is begun 
here ? 

3. I have everlaſting life already in poſſeſſion, 
by my head Chriſt, * 

1 
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I do believe that all this is but a caſte of what 1 
ſhall be, according to that, 1 Joh.3.1 2. Now 
are ye Sons of God, and it doth not yet appe ur 
what you ſhall be; but when he fhall appear, ye ſhall 
be like him. The ſerious conſideration of which, 
(1 doubt not ) will draw up my converſation 
more and more to be in heaven, even whillt I te- 
main here on earch. 

I do believe that my fins, by Chriſt, are taken 
out of the iight of God. 

I do believe that the defign of Chriſt was to 
rake it away out of my Conſcience, that there 
might be no more conſcience of Sin, Heb. 9.14. 

Ido beheve that as Chriſt hath taken away (in 
out of the ſight of God, and out of my own con- 
ſcience;ſo in due time he will take away fin out of 
my converſation, according to that Scripture, 
I Pet,1.15. and Zuke 175. 

In a word, I do believe, my fins paſt, preſent, 
and to come, are all laid upon, and done away by 
Chriſi, //a.5 3.6. 

Idabclieve, that as there was no good fore- 
ſeen in me, that did cauſe the Lord to fer his love 
upon ; ſo there is no evil that can be done by 
me, tat can cauſe him to hate me. 
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A Word to the Parliament, the Re- 
preſentative Body of the Kingdom, 


Cannot put a period to this little Volume, 

without one word to you who are Members 
of the High Court of Farliament. Honoured 
W oxrthies, you have begun well, go on, that we 
may find in England, that that was ſo earneſtly 
ſought for in Jeruſalem, Jer, 5. 1. Men executing 
judgement, aud fheaking the truth. And then 
why may we not <xped to be partakers of the 
mercy there promiſed, A pardoning of the fin, 
and a healing of the Laud ? Eye the Lord Jeſus 
in all your achings, and advance his Kingdom, 
as much as in you lyeth : honour him, and he 
will honour you; and endeavour with David to 
deliver his Lambs out of the Lions mouths ; for 
they are tender in your Fathers eyes, let them be 
ſo in yours: Your undaunted courage, ig not 
fearing the faces of men, and your executing of 
Juſtice upon all offenders, without teſpect of per- 
ſons, or partiality ; as it is very acceptable in the 
ſight of God, fo the ſound of it is very ſweet 
in the cats of his Feople. And as the Saints 
in England have put up many Petitions at the 
Throne of Grace, that Cod would give you 
un- 
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undanted fpicits; and having by experience found 
God anſwering their requeſt. by the late aRiage, 
as touching the King and Lords, they are now 
turning their Prayers into Praiſes; to the Almigh- 
ty, for anſwering their prayers in aſſiſting you, 
And che more difficulty you found in the work, 
the more God will honour you for che ſame. 

But, Right Honourable Worthies, What ſhould 

be the cauſe that the people of England, whom 
you do repreſenc; yea, they that have choſen you, 
and have ever ſince with their lives and eſtates al. 
filted yon; What is the reaſon, that they all wich 
one voyce, ſince the death of our late King, are 
ſaying to you, as once the children of 1ſrae/ to 
Rehoboam aftet the death of their King, 1 King. 
12. 4. Eaſe us of our heavy burthens , take 4 
way our T axations ſo heavy ; and you have an- 
ſwered the people as Rehoboamn did, if not in 
your words, yet in your deeds, ſaying, My 
little finger ſhall be heavier then my Fathers loyne , 
and Whereas you had a heavy yoke before, I will make 
it beavier : and whereas my Father chaſtiſed you 
with Whips, Iwill chaſtiſe you With Scorpions ? 

If you fay, This ts none of our anſwer or pta- 
Rice ; let me ask you, what means the Exciſe, the 
doubled Contribution and Free- quarter, and ma- 
ny other grievous [2x itioas and Afﬀſcſments? And 
when we conſider the time ia which you mcreaſe 
and con: inue theſe devouring 1 

of 
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doth aggravate your evil, as well as our ſenſe of 
the Miſery ; as to inſtance, 

1. In a time when our trading at Sea is ſpoiled, 
and opt Ships day loſt and taken. 

2. In which our trading by Land is almoſt ut- 
terly decayed, 

3. In which all ſorts of proviſions for the nou- 
riſument of our almoſt- famiſhed bodies is riſen 
almoſt to a double price. 

4. Though what little Money and Plate we 
bad, we lent before upon the publike Faith, 
which proves a dead Faith, or at beſt but an hi- 
ſtorical Faith; for notwithſtanding all Promiſes, 
we receive none of it back again, 

5. In a time, in which many people are but as 
it were newly returned to their homes, after ba- 
niſhment tor a long time from their habications 
and cſtates, left to the cruel mercies of the ad- 
verſaty. 

6. In which many thouſands have had their 
houſes burnt to aſhes , and cry for help to their 
neighbours that have eſcaped that calamity. |, 

7. And laſtly, which addes to our miſery more 
then all the reſt ; In a time when we <xpeR a full 
deliverance, having by the aſſiſtance of the 
Almighty power, gotten the victoty over all our 
enemies; 10 that we may yet lament in the words 
of Jeremlah, We looked for peace, and there is no 
good 3 and for times of peace, and behold trouble. 

God 
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God hath put into your hands a power, if you 
have but hearrs to make uſe of it, to rake off cheſe 
heavy burdens wherewich your friends arc laden. 

Are not the Crown- Lands in your hands, and 
all che Treaſures thereunto belonging: 

Are not alſo the Biſhops. Lands in your hands? 

Are nor all the Cuſtoms in England in your 
hands, which amount ſo high? 

And alſo Delinquents Fines and Compoſitions? 

And yet mult we have Exciſe remain, and Con- 
tribution doubled Is this the reward that we 
(hall have for all our obedience ro you? O con- 
ſider conſider. To reward us evil for all our good, 
it is not ſound ; and to make your friends your 
foes, it is not ſafe. Shall | acquaint you with what 
IJ know,and char upon ſound ground? If che king 
had gorren the day, and all into his hands, as you 
have, Would he not have freed thoſe that aſſiſted 
him, and have maintain: d his Army upon the colt 
of thole that oppoſed him > Did not his practice 

begin to tet. he the truth of thu ? So tender was 
he of choſe that aſſi ted him in his extremity. 

And will not you that profeſs your ſelves to be 
the ſervancs of Chrilt , and favourers of his peo. 
ple, much for Chriſt, as he for Antichriſt? 
Oh chen / Oh then I let the colt light upon thoſe 
that were the cauſe ; and they that forced you to 
raiſe an Army, let cheir eſtates pay the Army, 
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